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As a result of winning their con- 
 test, Augusta’s senior team will

lions, and aerial photograph evalua- represent Virginia at the National

A-
Wildlife Habitat Invitational in 
Clemson, S.C. The contest will be 
held July 28-Aug. 2.

Team members will solicit support 
from local businesses and individuals 
to help them travel to South Carolina. 
Any group or individual wishing to 
assist in sponsoring the team or which 
would like more information about the 
wildlife team *s South Carolina compe­
tition may call the Augusta County 
Extension Office at 245-5750.—

ay-'

VERONA — Augusta County’s 
junior and senior 4-H wildlife habitat 
evaluation teams won their respec­
tive state contests which were held 
at Holiday Lake 4-H Center in May.

Junior team members included Nate 
and Josh Salatin, and Karrie Riley. 
Nate Salatin was the high scoring in­
dividual in the contest with his brother 
Josh following a close second.

Senior team members included 
Daniel Salatin, Denny Showalter, 
and Amber Clements. Daniel was 
the high scoring individual in the 
senior contest with Amber placing 
second and Denny, third. Jennifer 
Mercer, 4-H Extension agent, and 
Paul Jaussen, member of the 1997 
state wildlife team and ninth high 
individual in the national contest 
last year, coached both teams.

Wildlife habitat evaluation con­
sists of five parts. Three parts are 
completed individually and include 
wildlife food identification, wildlife 
management practice recommenda­

tion, which includes oral reasons. 
The other two parts of the contest 
require team members to work to­
gether to develop urban and rural 
management plans. Teams are given 
a specific area in which to work, along 
with a set of field conditions by which 
they must abide. The teams must 
develop a written and graphical rep­
resentation of their management rec­
ommendations to create the ideal 
habitat for the species given.

If your address has changed 
for any reason or If you are 
planning to move, you must 
notify Augusta Country of 
the change. Call 885-0266 or 
1-800-884-8248 or write Au­
gusta Country, P.O. Box 51, 
Middlebrook, Va. 24459. 
Please help us keep our 
records up to date.

Thank you

1 LI 1
Augusta County’s junior and senior state wildlife habitat 
evaluation champions included, from left, Paul Jaussen, 
coach, Nate Salatin, Denny Showalter, Josh Salatin, 
Daniel Salatin, Karrie Riley, and Amber Clements.

Photo courtesy Augusta Extension

Jonathan Yoder
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To put this to a modest test, I

(zW/ Second Annual Daylily Festival

No pets -- event held rain or shine - no refunds -- food not included in admission.

Mark Gatewood and daughter Betsy of Mt. Sidney find a 
few blueberries welcome refreshment after the long hike 
up to Elliott Knob. At its elevation above 4,000 feet, the 
climate on the Knob is about the same as Canada’s.

struck off 100 miles for each thou­
sand feet of elevation in my West

and tundra in Canada, so the ef­
fects of altitude are real.

We’ve spent most of our work-

Augusta County — for which 
honor it has been doomed to

face painting, dish garden creation, 
a magic show and free popcorn for 
children 12 years old and under. 
Mark Viette said that the event’s

Commerce, the festival has “grown 
significantly," with the number of 
expected guests to double last 
year's attendance of 1,000.

“We are close to achieving our 
goal of having this attraction place 
as one of the top three premier events

ot uHUude on climate, or, as we like 
to call it, “mountain weather."

The ecological rule of thumb 
for this is that a thousand feet 
in elevation is rou

Tickets at the gate are $ 12. Persons 
under 21 will be admitted for $5 and 
children under six are admitted free. 
The special limited edition 
"Shenandoah Sunrise” daylily may 
be purchased for $25 the day of 
the festival or by calling the Viette 
Nursery at 540/943-2315. The Viette 
Farm & Nursery is located on Va. 
608 two miles north of Fishersville 
off U.S. 250 east of Staunton. —

By PENNY PLEMMONS
FISHERSVILLE—Whether you 

are a novice or experienced gar­
dener or you just enjoy tooling 
around outdoors, you won’t want 
to miss the second annual Daylily 
Festival to be held 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
July 18 at the Andrd Viette Farm 
and Nursery in Fishersville.

The day-long fete, which pro­
motes Virginia’s agribusiness, horti­
culture and wine industries, prom­
ises to be a day of botanical, culi­
nary and musical delights. The star 
of the show, the Shenandoah Sun­
rise. is the latest Viette hybridized 
daylily creation. With a green throat 
surrounded by yellow petals tinted 
with gold, this late blooming lily guar­
antees to bring radiance to any gar­
den. Proceeds from lily sales will go

Shenandoah Sunrise, the 
lily variety which will be 
offered for sale at the Day- 
lily Festival July 18, fea­
tures a green throat with 
gold-tinted yellow petals. 
Photo courtesy Andro Viette

vorful coffees from the Blue 
Mountain Coffee House.

Patrons will be able to stroll 
through the beautiful Viette gardens 
and enjoy the jazz sounds of the Lew 
Morrison band, S.P.L.A.A.A.T., and

u.ii.nnnEJTd'
A—f-iinas'Esaim

serve ns an antenna fnrm for the 
communications industry. His- 
topically speaking, Elliott Knob 
has had its ups and downs.

In 1882, former Confederate to­
pographical engineer become busi­
nessman and developer Jedediah 
Hotchkiss proposed that the high­
est summit in the “grand Appala­
chian Ranges" be named in honor

See ELEVATION, page 18

By N1ARK GATEWOOD 01 unnuue on Climate, or, as we like sny ol Maine, Out you get the idea. shorts Tor a while. Vertical migra-
-- --------------------------------------- to call it, “mountain weather." The bog I was in. Cranberry tion is a fact of life for some birds

A couple of years ago during the The ecological rule of thumb Glades, has been studied by bota- and animals, including the juncos 
Vast week in June, My-Wife-lhe-Bi- for this is that a thousand feet nists and is recognized as having which visit our valley feeders in the 
ology-Teacher and 1 were treated in elevation is roughly plants which are common in bogs winter and return to the high ridges
to our first sighting of a lovely bog- equivalent to 100 miles in lati- and tundra in Canada, so the ef- to breed in the spring,
dwelling orchid called grass-pink. tude. In other words, going fects of altitude are real. Augusta country’s preeminent
The catch is that I was in a bog in up is like going north. We’ve spent most of our work- eminence is Elliott Knob — at

--—J-‘-------zm_n„ To pUt this to a modest test, I ing lives, the Biology Teacher and 4,463 feet the highest point in
took out my atlas and dividers and I, in mountains in one place or an- ‘------- ---- r ' ' ’

mo -------u .u— other and it’s still fascinating to
think that there are places where, if 
you get tired of snow and skiing, 
you can drive a few hundred miles 
to sea level and walk around in

the Moonlight­
ers hailing from 
Washington, 
D.C. Ice cream 
from Kline’s 
Dairy Bar will 
provide cool re- 
freshment 
while browsing 
through the 
works of local 
artists and 
crafters. On 
display and for purpose is to bring attention to the 
purchasing will ' '
be paintings by 
Jan Ford and 
Carolyn Miller. 
Elizabeth 
Karaffa will be 
exhibiting her

Virginia Beauty ceramic painted

Saturday, July 18, 1998,9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Andre Viette Farm & Nursery, Rt. 608, Fishersville

Featuring:
•Live jazz music by S.P.L.A.A.A.T. and The Moonlighters

•Seminars "Food from the area’s finest restaurants and caterers
•Garden Tours »Wine from Virginia’s finest vineyards
•Crafts and Artists ^Special children’s activities

Sponsored by:
The Staunton Augusta County Chamber of Commerce, Andrd Viette Farm & Nursery

A special edition daylily, “Shenandoah Sunrise, " has been developed 
for this event by Andre Viette. Proceeds will benefit 

a beautification project in Augusta County.

Tickets and daylily orders available at the SACC, 1303 Richmond Road, Staunton, VA 24401 
Phone: 540/886-2351. Tickets cost $ 10 in advance, $ 12 at the event, $5 under 21, under 6 free.

area and to gardening.
“It is a local event, plus!" he 

stated.
On July 18 get up and get out 

early, so that you won’t miss the 
debut of the Shenandoah Sunrise. 
Advance tickets to the festival are 

_______ r_____ $10 and may be obtained by call­
tiles and will be offering original__ ing the Chamber at 540/886-2351.
hand painted tiles featuring the "u — —-
Shenandoah Sunrise daylily.

Other artists and crafters include 
pottery by Nancy Ross, wooden 
garden benches by Janet and Ken 
Cline, fabric art by Sharon Kincheloe. 
hand-painted flower pots by Marcie 
Dorton and hand-crafted stained 
glass stepping stones from Highland 
Glass and Stone. Once again. Com­
munity Bank will be sponsoring

xhibiting

Daylily Festival strives for premier event status
in the state of Vir­
ginia,” Stanwitz 
said.

Like last 
year, this year’s 
fest has some­
thing for the 
entire family. 
TheViettes will 
be sharing their 
tips on easy 
gardening and 
Springdale Wa­
ter Gardens will 
be hosting an 
exhibit and dis­
cussions on 
the “how tos” 
of water gar­
dening.

First time ex­
hibitors, Weird Dude Plant Zoo, 

toward establishing a garden beau- and LaDama Maya, will feature 
tificationprojectinAugustaCounty. classes on raising hot pepper

According to Sandra Stanwitz, plants and herb gardening, re- 
the executive director of the spectively. Seven vineyards will 
Staunton-Augusta Chamber of be offering their wines for tasting 
" ....... or by the glass to be enjoyed with

soft shell crab from the Depot 
Grille, subs made by Padow’s, 
Latin American dishes from 
Arauco Cultural Center, exotic 
meats from Virginia’s Buffalo 
Meats and pastries chased by fla-

Elevation brings north country to Augusta County 
shy of Maine, but you get the idea.

The bog I was in, Cranberry 
Glades, has been studied by bota­
nists and is recognized as having

ghly plants which are common in bogs

dwelling orchid called grass-pink. tude. In other words, going

West Virginia and she was 600 miles 
north in a bog in Maine. My bog 
was at about 3,600 feet elevation 
and hers was near sea level; the 
phenomenon that synchronized Virginia bog — 360 miles — due 
those orchids' blooming over 600 north, and fetched up in Canada, 
miles apart is the modifying effect just across Lake Ontario. A little
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gest contiguous tract of land today is about 40

Of the 169 acres that comprised the farm on which 
Lurty Alexander of Wit. Sidney grew up, the big­

acres. At present about 20 houses are located on 
that single farm. Photos by Jonathan Yoder

“We’re raising a lot 
more on fewer acres. 
There’s been so 
many changes in 
farming in my lifetime, 
I have to wonder what 
changes are ahead."

Lurty Alexander 
Mt. Sidney

hogs. Wheat was grown as a 
cash crop. After the wheat was 
harvested with a binder, it was 
taken to a mill and sold.

“We took most of our wheat to 
Bollin’s mill." Alexander said.

The mills that Alexander’s 
family sold to had stone burrs

be in session about one Monday 
a month, particularly in the spring, 

 .It 
was the busiest commercial time 
for merchants because those who 
didn't have official business with 
the courts went into town to 
shop, visit and gossip.

If a person had a horse to sell or 
wanted to buy one, he went to 
town on the appointed day and

Staunton Florist Hue.
108 N. Central Ave. 
Staunton, VA 24401 

540/886-6223
“‘Working togotbor, 
grs, to servo you better"

HAMRICK
FUNERAL

HOME
Totally Locally Owned 

Since 1865
Traditional Funerals 
Cremation Services 
Pre-Arrangement 

and Pre-Paid Service
18 West Frederick St. 
Staunton, Va. 24401

886-2363

By JONATHAN YODER
MT. SIDNEY — Growing up in

■ - •• . .- ----- j

Waynesboro Florist Inc.
325 W. Main Street 
Waynesboro, VA 22980 
540/949-8125

running a profitable agricultural 

study music, but after a short time 
away from the farm he returned 
to farming just a few miles out­
side of Mt. Sidney. From this van­
tage point, Lurty has observed 
and participated in many of the 
changes that swept agriculture in

Mt. Sidney’s Alexander recalls changes in farming 

Kits to present the school to people. 
The first year the quartet, Miller, 

  and an accompanist piled into the
the 1920s and 1930s on his grand- president’s four-door Pontiac and 
parents’ farm, Lurty Alexander toured in and around Richmond.

made a deal. Alexander and his fam­
ily farmed with horses up until the 
40s. When Alexander started farm­
ing, wheat was big business in 
Augusta County.

“I did general farming,” 
Alexander said. “We raised com, 
wheat, barley, hay."

For about the first 28 years the 
rotation remained unchanged. 
The corn and barley went to

for grinding — two stones, one 
moved the other stayed still. The 
outside of the wheat goes for 
bran which was sometimes used 
as feed for livestock. The inner 
heart of the wheat produced 
flour for market. Local mills 
stopped buying wheat in the 40s 
and 50s, bringing an illustrious 
era in Valley history to an end.

Silos have gained in popularity 
during Alexander’s fanning career. 
Early on few people had silos. In 
the 50s and 60s people made 
greater use of silos. Alexander said 
he observed silos for a while ano 
finally purchased a 12-foot by 36- 
foot silo. After the first year or so, 
he decided to purchase an unloader 
to go along with the silo. Today 
some farmers are using bunkers 
with concrete floors as a replace­
ment for upright silos.

As the years went on, Alexander 
made other additions to his farm­
ing operation as well. In 1968 he 
put up a 60 by 50-foot hog parlor 
to house about 100 hogs. He pur­
chased a used feed grinder which 
he and a relative rehabilitated. This 
machine was located in the center 
of the parlor and allowed hog feed 
to be easily prepared. The machine 
had a bin of com. a bin of barley, 
and a bin of supplement.

Alexander bought seed com by 
See HOGS, page 5

■ Evers Family Restaurant
Rt. 11 North, Nit. Crawford 433-0993
Serving lunch Monday through Saturday, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m

2 entrees, hot vegetables, salad bar & dessert...$4.99
o . Beverage-85 cents extra
Serving dinner Monday through Thursday, 4-8 p.m.

3 entrees, hot vegetables, salad bar & dessert...$6.99'
Beverage - 85 cents extra

Closed July 4th
Hours: Mon.-Thur., 11 o.m.-8 pan.; Frl. & Sot, 11 a.m.-9 p.m.

Sun., 11 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

• " ’ • • ’ ' toured in and around Richmond,
iearned the skills associated with The second year the quartet spent 

;  ' I; * a week in Pennsylvania. After a
enterprise. He went to college to year and a half of study, Alexander

------ ----------------- 1—decided to go back to the farm, 
however, he continued to take 
voice and piano lessons at the col­
lege for another 18 months.

Alexander has fanned for most 
and participated in many of the of his life. He started out fanning 
changes that swept agriculture in with horses in the late 30s. At that 
the Shenandoah Valley during point many people raised colts to 
the mid-20th century.

Before embarking on his agricul­
tural career path, Alexander en­
rolled at Shenandoah College in

ffdY

keep for use in farming.
He saw the first organized live­

stock sale come to Staunton in 1935. 
o  Prior to that, most horse trading took 

Dayton. He attended college for place at Court days. Court would 
one-and-a-half years on a voice ' ’ u* “ “
scholarship, while pursuing a mu­
sicmajor. Duringhistimeatcollege, in Staunton and Harrisonburg. 
Alexander was exposed to acapella ‘
singing. He sang in an acapella choir 
under the direction of his voice 
teacher, John Finley. In addition to 
participating in the choir, Alexander 
was a memberofaquarteL Thequar- 
tet traveled with Wade S. Miller, the 
college’s president, as he made vis-
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Homestyle Cooking 
Great Burgers, Frosh Steaks 

and Seafood Daily.

Craigsville 
Craig St.

Stuarts Draft
101 Greenville Rd.

“We had a two-room log cabin and my 
grandmother lived next door. [Mama] hung 
a small cow bell around Nelson’s neck so 
she could keep track of him. There were 
no fences, or yards or anything then. I still 
have that bell, hanging on my door.”

Sarah Cox
Raphine

Waynesboro
1220 W. Broad St.

Verona 
Rt. 612 E.

Churchville
Rt. 250

Introducing
I The Newest S(«r lit Townpzofussiohals

Staunton Staunton
542 Greenville Ave. 2216 W. Beverley St.

°Hogs
Continued from page 4 

the trailerload. Each week he 
hauled 240-pound hogs to a re­
ceiving station in Harrisonburg. 
Each year the operation pro­
duced about 100 market hogs. 
This state-of-the-art set up was 
quite a contrast to Alexander’s 
earlier pork operation. Prior to 
the hog parlor, only two or three 
sows were kept on the farm, eat­
ing com and scraps.

Despite all the changes in 
farming over the years, 
Alexander says he still thinks 
agriculture is a viable occupa-

7 am to 9 pm 
Open 7 Days A Week 
Greenville Exit 213 

1/2 Mile South on Rt. 11 
Off 1-81 on Rt. 11 South 

540/337-4315

GRILL

lion. The face of agriculture has 
undoubtedly changed. When 
Alexander was growing up. the 
majority of the people farmed. 
Now, of the 169 acres that com- 
prised the farm on which 
Alexander grew up, the biggest 
contiguous tract of land is 
about 40 acres. At present 
about 20 houses are located on 
that single farm. Progress con­
tinues unabated.

“We're raising a lot more on 
fewer acres,” Alexander noted. 
"There’s been so many 
changes in farming in my life­
time, I have to wonder what 
changes are ahead.” —

into her father’s character were 
penned after she was born.

In 1911, Gregory, now married 
and with sons Louis and baby 
Nelson, set off for Montana to 
homestead the free land there.

“We had a two-room log cabin 
and my grandmother lived next 
door,” Cox remembers from her 
mother’s stories. “She hung a 
small cow bell around Nelson’s 
neck so she could keep track of 
him. There were no fences, or 
yards or anything then. I still have 
that bell, hanging on my door.”

Homesteading was hard work. 
Gregory’s journals from those 
years are account books — 62 
cents for 10 pounds of sugar; 
$4.35 for coal; there are 4 and 1/2 
bushels of wheat in a barrel, and a 
barrel of wheat will make 480 
loaves of bread.

Finally, in 1917, they made a 
good crop and returned to Ten­
nessee for a visit. Baby Sarah 
was born there while her mother 
had smallpox. “I was born im­
mune; a vaccine never would 
take on me,” she recollects.

Back in Montana, the fall after 
Sarah turned 5 in 1922, she remem­

bers watching her father and 
brother Louis, now 14, sawing and 
hammering in the back yard. They 
hand crafted a rowboat that would 
take them down the Missouri to St. 
Louis. The uncharted river was 
bound to hold adventure; they 
made the boat watertight and 
planned provisions for the long 
journey. If they had to give up their 
homestead because of drought- 
caused crop failures and return to 
Tennessee, they would at least 
enjoy the adventure of it.

“It would be quite an undertak­
ing. Papa was crippled; he’d had 
TB of the bone in his leg when he 
was 19; he also always wore a 
beard since he’d had surgery after 
a bout with lockjaw. He was a tall 
man, educated, intelligent, and very 
hard working,” Cox remembers.

Cox also remembers dressing up 
to follow die wagon carrying the 
boat to Roy, a small town on the 
Missouri 20 miles north of the 
homestead. The townsfolk said the 
family would never see their hus­
band and father, son and brother, 
again. Cox says her mother wasn’t 
concerned. Fred Gregory knew how 
to handle a challenge. He’d meet 
them in Tennessee after Christmas.

The journals chronicle the 
adventure.

Sept. 13 — "We ate a dinner of 
fish, which Louis caught, while I 
was fixing the boat. Then we were 
on our way... We had a big load.

FREDGREGORY
mercy to Fred Gregory. Having 
experienced major crop failure, 
lost job after job and watched 
his savings vanish in the wake 
of the Black Friday stock mar­
ket crash, he suddenly gave up. 
Like so many others, he took 
his own life, leaving his daugh­
ter with only memories of the 
kind man who helped her learn 
to ride a bicycle and gave her 
nickels to buy candy.

Memories and a stack of yel­
lowed journal books that open a 
window now on the father of yes­
terday who conquered TB, lock­
jaw, the Montana wilderness and 
the mighty Missouri.

“He was willing to put his family 
first,” Cox says, patting the books. 
"That’s how I remember him.” —

/Use Starring v 
Prime Rib with Cajun Spices 

Barbequed Baby-back Ribs 
St. Louis Style Ribs 
Barbequed Beef Ribs

Barbeque Platter
a

1 Mill Street • Staunton, VA 
(540) 886-0656

ts
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By DEBORAH SENSABAUGH

RAPHINE — Flowing script in 
brown ink recreates days, 
months, years on yellowed 
pages. The small books span 
nearly 20 long-ago years. Sarah 
Cox, 80, holds what she knows of 
her father in knurled hands.

The journals, pieced with sto­
ries Sarah’s mother told, give 
Frederick Aylworth Gregory’s 
descendants a picture of his life 
from 1900 to 1922.

Fred Gregory was born in Ten­
nessee in 1872. By 1900, the 
young man sought work and ad­
venture. When he heard of a job 
caring for horses and mules 
shipped to Africa for the Boer 
War, he signed on. Bold adven­
ture never bothered Gregory.

The ship left New Orleans, 
steamed across the gulf and 
headed over the Atlantic. Gregory 
had numerous animals in his care 
— mucking stalls, feeding and wa­
tering, moving the supplies of hay 
and grain where needed. Occa­
sionally an animal died, troubling 
Gregory who was conscientious 
of those in his care.

When the Laughton Grange 
made Capetown, the animals were 
unloaded and Gregory was left to 
his own devices. While many of 
the young men joined the war ef­
forts or found other work, Gregory 
wanted to come home. Alone in a 
strange port, he found a ship, the 
Montcalm, whose captain agreed 
to bring him back to the States.

While those journals, kept on 
board the Laughton Grange and 
Montcalm, fascinate Cox, the 
books that really give her a glimpse

Serving the needs of Augusta County 
since 1929.
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Journals preserve memories for Raphine woman 
with extra clothes in a chest in the 
middle of the boat and pans and 
dishes and water bucket, also eat­
ing utensils, and hand made 
wooden oars and a tent to use. ’’

For weeks, they camped, fished 
and navigated the Missouri. They 
pulled the boat over shoals and 
portaged around dangerous rapids 
and falls. They met riverside folk in 
towns and ranches, talked to oth­
ers boat riding the great river, and 
saw great paddlewheel steamers.

On Oct. 1, they rested and 
washed clothes. Next day. they 
spotted smoke from forest fires 
in Minnesota, counted elm trees 
and ducks, and camped above 
the Little Missouri.

On Oct. 8, they broke ice from 
their water bucket.

On Nov. 10, they docked at a 
town to gel the election results, and 
on Dec. 5, they saw the lights of 
St. Louis. On Dec. 9, they camped 
five miles north of the Mississippi 
and on Dec. 22, they boarded a 
train for Tennessee and home.

That trip became important to 
both Louis and his father. Two 
years later, at 16, Louis died of com­
plications from appendicitis.

Cox feels the harvest of 1928 
helped break her father’s spirit. 
Kneeling for hours, he had 
planted strawberry plants in inten­
sive rows. “It took us all day to 
pick one row and we got 100 
quarts to a side,” Cox says.

The crop cost 69 cents to pro­
duce and sold for 62 cents. Sud­
denly, hard work meant nothing. It 
seemed no one could succeed.

During the next two years, 
the Great Depression gave no

Wonderley’s AG Parts 
Owned & Operated by Gary Wonderley 
Specializing in Ford Tractor & New 
Holland Equipment Parts

Low Prices/Quauty Service

942-9200 Local Calls 
1-800-664-0114Toll Free

Mon.-Frl., 7:30 a.m.-S p.m. Rr. 6, Box 103 
Sat., 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Waynesboro, VA 22980 

(U.S. 250,1 mile west)
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Located next to Gypsy Hill Pharmacy

Luther Gaw and John Clarke ride in 
their new Dawson automobile, which 
was manufactured in Waynesboro.

such a vehicle. The Dawson proto­
type was a bench-seat wagon made 
to accommodate three passengers, 
and had no top or windshield.

Although Dawson was hoping 
for national acceptance of his cre­
ation, advertising appeared only 
once in a trade journal. At the time 
the advertisement appeared there 
were only about 14,000 automobiles 
registered in the United States.

scendants, please contact Vera 
Hailey, 723 Florence Avenue, 
Waynesboro, VA 22980 or by email 
at vtraven@cfw.com

Information regarding descen­
dants of Isabel Baylor or any other 
names mentioned among the scrap­
book items also may be sent to 
Augusta Country, P.O. Box 51, 
Middlebrook, Va. 24459 or by call­
ing 540/885-0266.—

Handcarved Wooden 
Uncle Sam Figurines 
Red, White and Blue 

decorations

Graveside Memorials

540/880=3451
Corner of Augusta & 

Frederick Streets
Downtown Staunton

Angus Beef 
Fresh Seafood

By VERA HAILEY

WAYNESBORO 
— In 1900, George 
Dawson set up a 
shop in a comer of 
the Basic City Car 
Works, a manufac­
turer of railroad 
cars located in the 
former Basic City, 
which is now a part 
of Waynesboro. 
Basic City, devel­
oped in the late 
19th century, was 
the location for a 
number of small in-

te J

About 7,000 of those were manu­
factured in 1901, when this trade 
journal announcement was made.

“The Dawson Auto-Mobile is 
made by the Dawson Manufactur­
ing Company, Basic, Virginia, who 
have furnished us with the follow­
ing description: The Dawson Auto 
- Mobile weighs, with tanks filled, 
about 1,100 pounds, three persons 

See DAWSON, page 7

dustries which supplied materials 
for or depended to a certain extent 
upon the Chesapeake and Ohio or 
the Norfolk and Western railroads, 
which intersected in the area.

Dawson produced an automobile 
in 1901. The model car, which was 
the first automobile manufactured 
in Virginia, was demonstrated in 
Basic City and Waynesboro as the 
maker tried to develop a market for

One of these girls, presumably with Fishburne Military 
School cadets, may be Isabel Baylor. The photo was taken 
from a scrapbook, which contained items belonging to 
Miss Baylor, purchased in a Highland County antique shop. 
Items in the scrapbook date to the early 1920s.

ite? Yesterday once more
By VERA HAILEY

The mystery started with a visit 
to a Highland County bookstore. 
A burgundy scrapbook with a 
Fishburne Military School insignia 
caught my eye. The book had been 
created by a Miss Isabel Baylor. 
For S12 plus tax the tattered book 
stuffed with papers, letters and

ing from the scrapbook may be 
clues to finding out who she was:

The book of friends section in­
cludes autographs and information. 
Some Waynesboro signers include 
Elliot G. Fishburne; Cullen F. Chew; 
Mary Va. Culton, and M.M. Hollar.

Items from Fishburne Military 
School include a football schedule 
for the 1922 season, a program of 
senior class exercises for the class 
of 1923, an invitation to attend a 
fancy dress ball from Cadet J.L. 
Thompson. Jr., a permit allowing 
James M. Syerly "to be absent from 
barracks... for the purpose of visit­
ing Miss Baylor at her home in 
Waynesboro."

Other items in the scrapbook in­
clude a letter addressed to Isabel 
in High Point, N.C., from Elizabeth 
Thompson of Dunn. N.C., telling 
of the death of her son John Th­
ompson, Jr. in an automobile acci­
dent on Dec. 8, 1924; a letter ad­
dressed to Isabel at “desk no.142” 
at Randolph-Macon Institute; a 
1920 letter from Brazilian mission­
aries Irene and Frank Baker, ad­
dressed to Isabel in Fishersville. 
Va.; and a letter addressed to Isabel 
at "Barksdale Cottage, Waynes­
boro.” According to local historian 
James Wright of the Waynesboro 
Heritage Museum, this was on 
Wayne Avenue facing the FMS 
campus and next to the present lo­

cation of the city building.
Additional items in the scrap­

book include a Randolph-Macon 
Institute School of Music (1923- 
1924) recital program; a candy box 
top addressed to Isabel at St. 
Mary’s School in Raleigh, N.C.; 
and a Christmas card from Mr. Joel 
Watkins Lacy, Jr.

If anyone has any information 
regarding Isabel Baylor or her de-

Great Salads 
Unique Pastas 
Home Made Soups 
Fresh Veggies 
Sandwiches 
Kids Menu 
Open ’till Midnight 
Seven Nights A Week 
Private Dining Rooms 
Banquets ’ Catering 
Good People

■
Who was Isabel Baylor? A scrapbook mystery

party favors was mine.
Looking through the book, I 

found letters, dance cards, news­
paper clippings and pictures. The 
dates are in the early 1920s. If this 
woman or any of her descendants 
can be located, I would like for them 
to have the book. According to a 
newspaper clipping, her mother 
was Mrs. S.M. Baylor. The follow-

Included In the "mystery" scrapbook among some ot its
"mysterious” contents are letters addressed to Isabel
Baylor when she resided at various locations including
Danville, Randolph-Macon Institute, Fishersville and High
Point, N.C. Photo by Vera Hailey

Dawson miitomoMe -— a steam (dlrteam rame trine
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ComeTry 
Our Exciting 

New Menu 
885-3U U H

mailto:vtraven@cfw.com
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Recyclers OPEN DAILY 10-5, SUN. 12-5

GLENNA AND JAMES 
TAYLOR
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7r\] ometimes the Best Medicine is a Home Remedy. 
TO) There are some things for which you cannot write

a prescription-like the sympathetic ear of a caring 
professional treating you in your own home. At 
Augusta Home Care we offer the.following services:

Skilled Nursing
<> ........™’j

Home Health Assistants

r

Occupational Therapy
! o ■ )

Physical Therapy

Speech Therapy

Augusta Home Care 
332-4900, 932-4900 or toll free 1-800-5434789 

n nn<a augusta

venture is sketchy because there 
were few written records. Those 
that were kept were accidentally 
destroyed in the 1920s. Since the 
State Corporation Commission 
was not instituted until 1904, it is 
impossible to find records of in­
corporation or stock issuance.

A story that has been re-told 
over the years may tell of the 
Waynesboro area’s first car acci­
dent. Luther Gaw was backing the 
Dawson up at the mill to replenish 
the water supply for the boiler, 
when he backed up too far. The car 
turned over on top of him. A resi­
dent at the time described Gaw

former occupants as owners of 
a small, worn rocking chair.

It is interesting to note that 
Grandma Moses did not start paint­
ing until the age of 70, many years 
after she left Virginia. She painted 
Mount Airy entirely from memory 
in 1951. If only the Taylor’s rock­
ing chair could talk. —

Full service recycler 
buying copper, brass, 

aluminum, glass, tin 
cons and iron

1-800-287-3851 
885-1569
511 Bridge St.
Staunton

SiuDarn’ls DDiraitni Amutnaflun® NflaiDD 
540/946-8488

° Dawson
Continued from page 6 

of ordinary size riding comfortable 
in the seat. It has speed of 25 to 30 
miles per hour on fair roads. Frame 
very heavy, steel tubing; all joints 
put together with tapered screws 
and no brazing. Engines made of 
brass, 2-3/4 inches in diameter by 
4-inch stroke; rocker valves, and 
one set of eccentrics for reversing. 
Carries 220 pounds steam pressure 
and blows off at 240. Gasoline 
tanks have a capacity of 8 gallons 
and water tank carries 25 gallons; 
30-inch wire wheels with 3-inch 
tires. Boiler is of seamless sheet

[

A rocking chair belonging to James and Glenna Taylor of 
Waynesboro came from the house in Verona which was formerly 
home to Grandma Moses. The doll dates to 1883 and belonged to 
Mrs. Taylor’s great aunt, Ada Miller. Photo by Vera Hoitoy

By VERA HAILEY

WAYNESBORO — James and 
Glenna Taylor of Way nesboro have 
listened with special interest to the 
recent information disseminated 
about world famous artist Grandma 
Moses and her former home, Mount 
Airy, in Augusta County. Glenna 
has family ties to the property as 
her grandmother, the late Callie 
Hoover, purchased the house from 
Grandma Moses in 1902.
• The story of how the Moses fam­

ily ended up in Augusta County 
begins in 1887 when Anna Mary 
Robertson, the maiden name of the 
artist, married Thomas Moses. 
They left New York on their wed-

<

3 Homemade baked goods, jams, jellies, salsa, etc. now available

3 1-64, EXIT 94, (WAYNESBORO), 4 MILES SOUTH ON U.S. 340,
3 STUARTS DRAFT, VIRGINIA

“scrambling out through the mud 
and was a very funny sight as he 
popped up full of mud.”

By all available accounts, the 
Dawson was well-built and reli­
able. Ultimately, it was the con­
servative attitude of area resi­
dents that discouraged the maker. 
An announcement was made that 
a local oil reserve had been dis­
covered, and investors funneled 
their money into what they con­
sidered a safer investment.

When Dawson was unable to 
raise the money for assembly­
line production of the vehicle 
that bore his name, he sold the 
car to two local men for an un­
known sum. Luther Gaw, known 
as the area’s first auto mechanic

and John Clarke, Waynesboro’s 
lone barber, were the proud 
owners of the unique machine. 
They drove the car until 1908, 
but the final fate of the dream 
built of steel is not known.

With Dawson’s entrepreneurial 
flame extinguished by indifference 
to his creation, the car factory re­
verted back to a railroad car repair 
shop and later became the site of 
the Berol Pen plant.The building, 
located at the corner of Bath Av­
enue and Third Street, has since 
been dismantled. George 
Dawson is thought to have re­
turned to his native St. Louis, 
Mo., no richer for his ingenuity, 
but perhaps a little wiser. —

cording Io her autobiography, “we 
never reached there, we were kid­
napped at Staunton, Virginia.”

They fell in love with the area 
and lived on three farms as tenants 
before they purchased Mount 
Airy. Records show that the 
Moses family lived at Mount Airy 
for only a couple of years.

A piece of furniture, a well-used

steel, tested for 1,000 pounds, 19 
inches in diameter, 17 inches high, 
and having 4-inch water wall with 
1-inch space all around; 480-1/2 
inch copper flues, with steam drum 
on top and from which dry steam 
is taken. Water is never siphoned 
from the boiler. Burner made on 
new design, and of brass, 2 inches 
diameter by 4-inch stroke; water 
pump supplying either when run­
ning or standing still, and power 
pump for supplying when carriage 
is running or both pumps can be 
used if necessary or either, start­
ing at will from the seat."

Information on the Dawson

^Home Remedy

rocking chair, was left behind when 
the Moses family moved to New 
York. Glenna was given the chair 
as a gift by her father, W.R. 
Whitmore, who had received it as 
a gift from a Mr. Keester. The 
Keester family had been close 
friends with the Moses family, as 
they had lived closeby.

The farm where Glenna grew up 
was located near Mount Airy. 
“Dad’s farm had been adjacent to 
the old Moses farm east of Verona. 
We went back over there a couple 
years ago to see the old house. The 
Moses place used to have a porch 
on the front, and looked different 
from the pictures that have been in 
the paper recently,” said Glenna. 

ding'trip for North Carolina, but ac- “We used to walk up with a wagon
---- ».•— i------ ----------- u.. as children through two meadows 

and up the hill to Mount Airy to 
see my grandmother.”

Regardless of whether Mount 
Airy, which lies on land that is 
part of a proposed site of office 
buildings for the county, is 
saved or destroyed, the Taylor 
family will always have a spe­
cial bond to the house and its

Your Neighborhood Pharmacist
________ is a Valued Resource!_____ f)
Gypsy HIM Pharmacy

Owned and operated by Danny L. Ray £; J.
131 OChuro-mlle Ave., Staunton 
885-9784-M-F, 9-6; Sat., 9-1

“Where price and service 
make the pill easier to swallow”

Waynesboro IFaunmily
nun Graumdlimai Moses9 clhainr
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FREE SEMINARS:

Schoolhouse News
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Ron Jones, principal of Stuarts Draft El­
ementary School, waves a banner proclaim­
ing the school’s year-long feat of reading 
100,000 books after taking a victory lap on

serving as a teacher’s assistant al 
Wilson Elementary School. He also 

■ -■ -- — -

the American Heart Association 
and Big Brothers/Big Sisters.

Selecting the three scholarship

By BONNIE UVICK-MOSES

STUARTS DRAFT— “It’s time 
for blast-off!” the principal of Stuarts 
Draft Elementary said with a grin as 
he spoke into the school’s intercom.

If I hadn’t met Ron Jones before 
the event, I would not have known 
he was a principal at all. His attire at 
the moment was far from what a regu­
lar principal would wear. He was 
dressed in a green and white racecar 
driver uniform, with a racing helmet 
perched on his head. Why would a ......
ing, of course. Are you more con­
fused? Here’s the scoop.

Every year Stuarts Draft Elemen-

the school’s bus loop during a recent cel­
ebration. Driver Mike Berrington provided 
the racecar for the event.

Photo by Bonnie Llvlck-Moses

«®l 
LOCALLY MADE QUILTS
• Fabrics - Sewing Notions 

- Quilting Materials & Supplies

540/337-0297

H 1
PAYNE STONIER

the loop. The chi Idren screamed and 
shouted, knowing that they were 
successful in lheir reading efforts.

When asked why they thought 
reading was so important, Cephra 
Stuart, 6, replied, “Because it helps 
your brain good.” But my favorite 
answer came from Joey Moyer. 
“’Cause it’s fun!" the 6-year-old said.

And so it is, especially at Stuarts 
Draft Elementary School. —

■LL.Lt.3jj

r.

J July 11,10 a.m.
A—b—and July 12,2 p.m.

How to Build a Pond and Waterfall
I his seminar is an ongoing repeat of our earlier seminar 
with full information given both days. Come visit the nurs­
ery and see the water lilies in full bloom. Lotus should 
also be starting to bloom.
•Personal Attention ’Free Catalog Available

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
n "nEi3r Wa,cj Gardc“ boated on Old Qurm’ Lane near Greenville. From Interstate 81, lake the U.S.

‘ i' ““ 2 3) " r‘Sh> onto Stover School Road. Go 2.3 miles and turn leftonto Old Quarry Lane. Go one mile to nursery.

Rachel Siron, daughter of 
Olen and Robyn Siron of 
Churchville, receives an 
award from Buffalo Gap 
principal William Deardorff 
during the Augusta County 
School Board Recognition 
program. ac staff photo

SVEC sdMarsWips
MT. CRAWFORD — Michael 

Alan Payne of Riverheads High 
School and Frank Stonier of Wil­
son Memorial High School are 
among area students recognized by 
Shenandoah Valley Electric Coop­
erative with scholarships.

Payne was selected to receive a 
SI ,000 scholarship. His desired field 
of study is biology with an interest 
in medicine. He is the son of Helen 
Payne of Rt. 1, Staunton. Michael 
has been active in many school or­
ganizations including the RHS Se­
lect Singers, the National Honor So­
ciety, Augusta County Mentorship 
program, forensics, the academic 
team and Latin Club. Michael plans 
to attend Virginia Commonwealth 
University in the fall.

Wilson’s Stonieralso received a 
SI,000scholarship. He is interested 
in studying elementary education 
and psychology. He is the son of 
Richard and Laura Stonier of 
Fishersville. Frank has served as 
editor-in-chief of the school news­
paper and has been a member of 
the National Honor Society, De­
bate Team, Future Teachers of 
America, and the varsity tennis 
team. He is a member of Fishersville 
United Methodist Church and is 
active in community activities 
which includes volunteering at the 
Augusta Regional Free Clinic,

n~FT~T~rg~_

AC staff report

FISHERSVILLE — Augusta 
County students were honored re­
cently at the Augusta County 
School Board Recognition Program 
for scholastic and athletic achieve­
ments earned on a local, regional and 
state level. Parents, school board 
members, school administrators and 
other dignitaries filled the Wilson Me­
morial High School auditorium to 
laud more than 350 students from 
area schools at the program.

Supt. Gary D. McQuain com­
mended parents for a job well done 
and stated in his opening com­
ments, “that a good education is 
available to every child in the Au­
gusta County School system.” 
Among the numerous awards pre- 

has participated in fundraisers for sented at the program was the Bill 
BordenScholarshipof$500which 
McQuain presented Jared Drum­
mond of Riverheads High School, 

recipients from those students who The scholarship is named after a 
See SCHOLARS, page 17 former school board member and

• Local Outlet for Hershey Products
- Hershey Gift Tins & Mugs 

-12 Varieties of Sugar-Free Candies
- Marian Heath Cards

- Christian Books & Music
•Unusual Gift Items

- Quality Outdoor Furniture
540/337-0298_________ _____

Located On RL 608 Near Traffic Ught, At U.S. 340 & 603 Intersection 
Open Mon.-Sat, 9:30a.m.-5p.m.

&

Draft Elemeimtary takes ckeckered fflag for readying 
dress up in racecar driver gear. Is 
the reason for the principal’s odd 
behavior becoming clearer?

The event would not have been 
possible without the help of Wal- 
Mart and Ray Carwell of American 
Safety Razor. The racecar was owned 
by Mike and Debbie Berrington, par­
ents of a student of the school. The 
car was driven by Mike.

After Jones’ announcement, the 
children rushed out to the school’s 
bus loop wearing grins and carrying 
colored paper pennants. All of the 

principal do this? To celebrate read- student body and staff lined up and 
;— _r------- «... —----------- cheered as Mike Berrington and

Jones hopped into the multicolor 
racecar. Brett Zirkle, 11, waved a 

tary selVa goal for (he students to green flag and the car tore off around 
read a certain number of books, if tl--,~— „„,t ..„,i
they succeed the principal docs 
something nutty. This year’s effort 
topped last year's by 35,000 more 
books! A total of 100,000 books 
were read by students and staff 
during the 1997-98 school year at 
Draft Elementary.

Last year Jones dressed and 
danced the hula. This year he 
agreed to ride in a real racecar and 

Area stadtenfe win brmgs ptaimdlnfts
is given annually to an outstand­
ing graduating senior. Drum­
mond’s name will be engraved on 
a plaque that will hang in the school 
board office.

Augusta County Education As­
sociation president Pat Ashby 
awarded Frank Stonier of Wilson 
Memorial High School and 
Amanda Rexrode of Stuarts Draft 
High the ACEA scholarship award. 
Virginia State Delegate Steve

See AWARDS, page 17

- Springdale
Water Gardens

T Virginia's Premier Grower of 
/ Water Lilies and Bog Plants

1-800-420-LILY
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WILLIAMS BROWN

achievemeinite tor Market!:
Amimmal Skow exhibitors
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High School. He is the son of Katrina 
and Michael Hempof Middlebrook.

AUGUSTA 
MUTUAL 

INSURANCE 
COMPANY

Chris Wonderley of the Willing 
See BEEF, page 17

Augusta Insurance Agency
■ Steve R. Marshall 

Staunton office 
540/885-5127 

Jerry Coffman 
Fishersville office 

540/949-4000 
All lines of insurance -

•Home ‘Farm ‘Business 
•Auto ’Life & Health

4

Augusta Expoland 
Fishersville

FEATURING FUN FOR THE 
WHOLE FAMILY

Beauty Pageant 
Flower Show-Crafts - Music 

Dairy, Beef, Sheep and Horse exhibitions 
Draft Horse Pull - Demolition Derby 

Pedal Po wer Tractor Pull 
Antique Tractor Pull

Achievement Award for earning 
\Yie most points in exhibiting lambs, 
hogs, and steers at the show. Sa­
rah is the daughter of Sally and Joe 
Williams of Greenville. Emily is the

Curry of Mt. Solon. She also was 
named the Virginia Pork Industry 
Association Sweepstakes Winner 
based on points awarded for hog 
class placings and showmanship.

An award established in memory 
of long-time Ruritan and Market

CURRY MARSHALL NYCUM HEMP

Awards ceremmoiniy caps

ally to the individual who exhibits 
the show’s grand champion steer. 
A plaque also will be engraved with 
each year’s winner and rotate from 
year to year. The award will be re­
tired if an individual exhibits the 
grand champion steer three times.

In its debut appearance the Jim 
Coffey Memorial Award was pre­
sented to Wes Marshall of the 
Fort Defiance FFA who exhibited 
the 1998 grand champion steer at 
the show held May 6 and 7 at 
Staunton Union Stockyard. The

COME JOIN THE FUN!!!
ALL NEW
MIDWAY!

For further information, call the Augusta County Fair office at 540/245-5627.
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Hifflffinmaim retnrnimg

By SUE SIMMONS
FORT DEHANCE — They say a 

man can’t have his cake and eat it too.
Charles Huffman, who recently 

announced his retirement as princi­
pal from Fort Defiance High School, 
may well prove the old saw wrong.

It only seems like Huffman has 
been at Fort Defiance since they 
chiseled the rock.

His teaching career began over 30 
years ago as a physical education 
teacher and coach in White Sulpher 
Springs, W.Va. After a stint in 
Rockbridge County, Huffman ac­
cepted a teaching and coaching po­
sition at Stuarts Draft High School.

That position soon turned into 
one as the school’s athletic direc­
tor and assistant principal, a posi­
tion he held for the next seven 
years before becoming “The 
Fort’s” principal.

“It’s no secret. I’m a pretty willful 
person,” Huffman commented when 
asked why he wanted to be a princi­
pal. “Being a principal gave me some 
control, an opportunity to do things 
I wanted to do. Besides, I felt that I 
had something to contribute.”

Fort Defiance High School inter­
ested him because at the time it was 
the largest and most progressive 
high school in the county.

Over the next 18 years under 
Huffman’s leadership the school 
continued to grow and progress. 
A major renovation in 1994-1996 
doubled the size of the school. 
New and innovative educational 
ideas — the introduction of au­
thentic assessment, differentiation 
of instruction, and block schedul­
ing — brought major changes to 
the high school’s curriculum.

It is no surprise that Huffman con­
siders these instructional changes 
to be his greatest accomplishment.

“The teaching has improved at 
Fort Defiance over the last 18 
years,” he commented, adding “My 
daughter got a tremendous educa­
tion here. She was fully prepared 
to go to college and she’s now on 
the dean’s list at William and Mary.

“I’ve always thought our most 
important task was to get these kids 
into the world of work or into the 
world of college. You can’t open 
their heads and pour in what they 
need, but you can challenge them.” 

Interestingly, Huffman has had the

Fair catalogs available at Au- 
qustafgejTOperative Farm 
Bureau locations and the 
Augusta County Extension 
office in Verona.

AC staff report
SANGERSVILLE — The Au­

gusta County 4-11 and FFA Market 
Animal Show wrapped up its 53rd 
year with the presentation of awards 
at a banquet held recently at the 
Sangersville-Towers Ruritan Hall.

Junior 4-H member Sarah Will­
iams of the Middlebrook Livestock 
4-H Club won the Alton Lewis 
Award for the show’s top first-year 
exhibitor. Emily Curry, a member of 
the Buffalo Cap FFA chapter, was

CHARLES HUFFMAN

opportunity to hire most of the high 
school’s faculty — some 60 teach­
ers. Only 10 of the 70 teachers cur­
rently employed at Fort preceded the 
principal’s arrival. “So I either got 
what I deserved or got what 1 asked 
for,” Huffman chuckled.

Musing about other changes he 
has witnessed in his career as prin­
cipal, Huffman thinks that kids are 
the same basically, although he 
added that he thinks today’s stu­
dents are nicer, not as hard as they 
once were. “We used to have to 
really go head to head with some 
kids,” he chuckled.

He is also the first to admit that 
community and parent support has 
made his job easier.

After his retirement on June 30, 
Huffman will assume a part-time po­
sition as an attendance officer for 
Augusta County. In that position he 
will serve as a liaison with the court 
system and will become one of two 
permanent members of the school 
board’s discipline committee.

He admits he is both anxious and 
excited. “These are common feel­
ings any time you do something 
new and different,” Huffman 
added. He also plans to take some 
electrical, masonry, and carpentry 
courses at Valley Vo-Tech.

“And my wife thinks I should 
have laundry done and dinner wait­
ing for her when she gets home 
from work,” he laughed.

Yes, Charles Huffman has proven 
that a man can have his cake, and 
eat it, too. —

Wes who is Coffey’s grandson. 
Wes is the son of Cindy and Steve 
Marshall of Weyers Cave.

The show’s George Beam Me­
morial Award was presented to 

daughter of Betsy and Charles Sheila Nycum of the Buffalo Gap 
Curry of Mt. Solon. She also was FFA chapter. The award is 

given annually to the individual 
who amasses the most points in 
lamb showing. Sheila is the 
daughter of Brenda and James 
Nycum of Rt. 1, Swoope.

The Carl Grove Memorial Award 
Animal Show supporter Jim Coffey was presented to Jared Hemp, a mem-
wasj ■ ■’ r’ - ‘ l__ _r r?r?A ---------- ”
the 1998 banquet. The award, a sil­
ver belt buckle, will be given annu-

The Virginia Dorset Association 
Award was presented to Jonathan 
Riley, a member of the Livestock 
Judging 4-H Club. He is the son of 
Donna and Doug Riley of Hebron.

U.S. Savings Bonds in the 
amount of $100 each were pre­
sented to the event’s show­
manship champions. The 
awards are sponsored annually 
by Augusta Country.

Receiving bonds were Jared 
Hemp, senior and Jimmy Crosby, 

_________________ ___ _____ _ junior, lamb showmanship; Emily 
awarded the R.L. Coffey Junior award has special significance for Curry, senior and Austin Johnston,

junior, hog showmanship; and Wes 
Marshall, senior and Cole Heizer, 
junior, steer showmanship.

Five individuals received 
awards from the Augusta County 
Feeder Calf Association for beef 
performance. These awards are 
given to steer exhibitors and are 
based on the animal’s average 
daily rate of gain (ADG).

Receiving a first place ribbon for 
beef performance was Craig Brown 
of the Riverheads FFA who exhib­
ited a steer with an ADG of 4.61 

presented for the first time at ber of the FFA chapter at Riverheads pounds. Second place went to
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“Wheelchairs 
“Walking Aids 
“Diabetic Aids 
'Oxygen Therapy 
“Hospital Beds

become standard operating proce­
dure through the years.

It’s not the repairs which cause 
us to have these face contorting,

home care products and services, including:
“Seat Lift Chairs 
“Convalescent Aids 
“Ostomy Supplies 
“Respiratory Services 
“Bathroom Safety Aids

egy is that when you come to one 
of those machinery repair bridges 
— which you might have avoided

As I mentioned, we might easily 
accept the responsibility for some 
ofthesetroubleswithfarmmachin- 

piece of machinery sitting right there ery. We fail to properly maintain
machinery and cannot be surprised

The next issue of Augusta 
Country will be published 
Aug. 4. This is about a 
week later than the pa­
per is normally pub­
lished. So don’t worry 
too much when your 
nev/spaper doesn't ar­
rive the last week in July. 
Papers should be deliv­
ered at the end of the first 
week in August.

which had spent a number of hay 
seasons turning out one round bale 
after another. Sure, it could use 
some work, but why not wait and 
cross that bridge when we come to

own on the farm 
we’re having an 
attack. It’s one of 
those attacks 
when your face 

gets all contorted, your body goes 
rigid, your stomach feels like some­
body is twisting it into one of those 
little balloon animals, and your 
lungs don’t have nearly the vol­
ume to supply the oxygen needed 
to support bodily functions.

That’s right.
It's one of those kind of attacks. 
Yes, we’ve made yet another trip 

to the farm implement dealer and

of operable when it won’t work when we need 
n jt to gu( -t seems even w|,en

proper maintenance is attempted, 
we continue to be thwarted by farm 
machinery which long ago failed to 
create the illusion of even coming 
close to operating in the manner in 
which it should.

We were feeling ever so efficient

rigid body, stomach twisting, lung 
can tolerate 

the repair process. It’s the insane 
prospect of something which 
should be very simple becoming 
very complicated. Here’s the farm

I’ll

you be the judge.
The machinery breaks down. 

The cause of the malfunction is 
determined and fortunately it is not 
of great magnitude. The machin­
ery breakdown is perceived as no 
more than a simple complication of 

"the square baler. It didn't quite farming. And you’re grateful that

simple complication and not a com­
plicated complication (which is a 
whole other column unto itself).

Anyway, parts of the baler which 
are broken or missing are sought. 
This means a trip to the farm equip­
ment dealer. (And we’re not going 
to single out any specific dealer or 
farm equipment manufacturer. Be­
cause no matter what color paint -
- be it red, green, yellow or orange
— is on the outside of a piece of 
farm machinery, the quest for re­
placement parts is about the same 
industry-wide.)

In order to obtain the necessary 
parts, the model number of the baler 
is provided and the farm equipment 
dealer goes about the task of find­
ing out which parts are needed to 
make the repair. Keep in mind that a

Care Home Medical 
2624West Main, Westwood Village, 

Waynesboro • 332-4995 or 932-4995 
420 Commerce Square, Staunton • 332-4959 or 9324959

Hours: 9:00 A.M. - 5:30 P.M. M-F
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ness and send the round baler off 
for some proactive repairs. Send­
ing the baler to the dealer for this 
work and not attempting it our­
selves is almost like sending the 
baler off to some fancy farm equip- 
ment spa where the baler is steam 
cleaned in a special farm equipment 
sauna and pampered with hot 
grease treatments. So when the ~~
round baler returned from the deflating attacks. We,

But we’re accustomed to ma­
chinery breakdowns. Those pho­
tos in the dealer magazines don’t 
fool us too often. And when we 
took the square baler to the field 
for the first time this season — 
even with its off season mainte­
nance complete — it was hardly a 
surprise that we weren’t able to 
load even one wagon of hay be­
fore having to pull the baler away 
for repairs — a practice which has square hay baler is not an obscure 
i .__j—j .: piece of equipment. This particular

one is manufactured by a prominent 
equipment company. And we're not

Se6 REPAIRS, page 11

 of the whole thing without mash-
been given yet another set of parts ing the cake down or dragging ic- 
that aren’t the right ones to repair '■-------- "f —’*
broken down machinery. This has 
become an all-too-familiar occur­
rence for us down on the farm, de­
spite our best efforts.

I really don’t think you could 
fault us on this occasion. Sure, 
sometimes in the past we haven’t 
been conscientious enough in ma­
chinery maintenance and we’ve 
er 
far as machine repair is concerned, graphed and the light shining up 

r,...»-------:—j ,l_.------ . through the gelatin makes the salad
look good enough to eat, which it 
probably isn’t.

It’s the same way with photos of 
farm machinery in dealer magazines. 
Don’t be fooled. You can bet that 
when that photo of the shiny trac­
tor pulling rhe brightly colored ma­
chinery was taken, somebody was 
holding a light just so to make the 
whole process look flawless. But 

mid-stroke perhaps as if there’s a whole other world beyond 
mnrwmft whirred over. (he ajc of (he photographer’s light 

that doesn’t show up in the dealer

ment spa. We kept it a bit closer to 
home for maintenance and were feel­
ing particularly proud that we’d man­
aged to have the baler worked on 
before we were ready to use it this 

it?The only problem with this strat- spring. But soon, even with the 
' ' ' •. . .. proactive maintenance, we found

ourselves bumping up against a mir­
ror reflecting an illusion of an image 

with some proactive maintenance — of a properly functioning baler, 
you’re facing acres and acres of hay 
that need to be baled and you’re 
stuck with a baler that won’t bale.

But we had enough foresight this 
past season to overcome our ma­
chinery maintenance shortsighted-

this past winter when we took the L— ,------r
round baler to the dealer to have pampering came at no small ex­
maintenance done during the off pense, but so far it has proved,
season. I, in particular, was almost 
shocked by this unusual proactive 
stance on machinery maintenance. 
The round baler had worked very 
well last season — an occasional 
problem here arid there. It showed

10 Augusta Country, July 1998

A simple complication

ing or chunks of crust down into 
the body of the cake. Or how about 
that photo of a gelatin salad which 
seems ready to glow and jiggle 
right off the page?

I saw a photo essay one time 
about how they make those gela­
tin salads glow in the photos. The 
salads are placed on transparent 
plates and lights are put beneath 

:nded up digging our own hole as them. Then the salads are photo-

But I am convinced that no mat­
ter what process is employed in 
turning raw steel and sheet metal 
into a piece of machinery, it simply 
is not meant to stay put together 
and operable.

This is why when you're riding 
around the countryside and you see 

a piece of form equipment just sit­
ting out in the middle of a field as if 
it were just left there —- simply aban­
doned in r:j 
an alien spacecraft whizzed over- the arc of the photographer’s light 
head and beamed away the person tu— -*—
operating the piece of machinery — magazine photos, 
that somebody at some point in time ‘ ’ ' •
simply had one of those attacks like 
we’re having now and just left that

in the middle of the field.
The very essence < ' 

farm machinery is an illusion which 
is created by photos in farm imple­
ment dealers’ magazines. I’ve seen 
them. You've seen them. We’ve all 
seen them. Photos of shiny trac­
tors pulling brightly painted ma­
chinery across flawless fields sow­
ing flawless rows of com or turn­
ing out flawless bales of hay.

These photos are just like pho­
tos of food in cookbooks. Ever 
notice how the photo of a cake with 
a slice taken out of it looks just 
perfect? That somehow somebody 
managed to get a slice of cake out

dealer, it was looking quite spiffy 
with a new bearing here and there, 
new safety shields around the PTO 
shaft, and a new shaft installed in 
the pickup. Of course this kind of equipment repair scenario. I’ll let 
pampering came at '

 1 to
be worth it. Post-spa treatment, the 
round baler has been running like 
a hot knife through butter.

Likewise, an attempt was made to 
apply some proactive maintenance

llt.lt. UIIU lilt, V. I. .11. .. t>u tO L- - -,--------------------------------- ----- -- > . — - — _ .

the typical signs of wear for a baler rate a trip to the fancy farm equip- this machinery malfunction is
__ i------. ..------menfen. Wo l-Anf it n hit rlotpr to rimnle comnlication and not a con
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The very essence of oper­
able farm machinery is an 
illusion which is created by 
photos in farm implement 
dealers’ magazines.
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Ag/forestal districts are rural 
zones reserved for the production 
of agricultural products and timber. 
They are established according to 
state guidelines with the approval 
of the local governing body (in this 
case the Augusta County Board 
of Supervisors). Such districts 
constitute a voluntary agreement 
between landowners and the gov­
ernment that no new, non-agricul- 
tural uses take place in the district.

The county’s first agricultural/for- 
estal district in the northern portion 
of the county has proven so suc­
cessful that the district term was re­
newed and more landowners joined 
to increase the size of that tract.

To set up a district there must be 
a core of contiguous properties of 
at least 200 acres. Outlying parcels

were ordered to replace the parts 
which were ordered and were 
wrong have been delivered to the 
farm equipment dealer. These are 
the parts that will do the trick. The 
baler will be fixed and now you can 
put this simple complication be­
hind you and get back to the field 
(after having watched four of the 
most beautiful hay baling days of 
the season slip past) to bale the 
most beautiful hay you’ve seen in 
five seasons.

The second shipment of parts is 
taken to make repairs and now — 
here is when the attack begins — 
the second shipment of parts which 
you think are going to be the ones 
to make repairs to the baler are the 
wrong parts — again. The repair 
process is dragging on so long in 
fact that the price of the 30-cent 
springs has increased to $1.75 while 
you’ve been waiting for the wrong 
parts to be shipped twice. When 
you find out the second set of 
parts is wrong, that’s when your 
face starts contorting, your body 
goes rigid, your stomach starts 
twisting, and your lung capacity

By NANCY SORRELLS

MIDDLEBROOK — To resi­
dents and visitors alike, Augusta 
County often conjures up images 
of a rural landscape: rolling green 
fields and open spaces dotted with 
farmhouses, bams and silos, and 
patchworked with tracts of forest.

Through the efforts of a group 
of landowners in southern Au­
gusta County the future of that 
image is ensured for a few more 
years, at least. Around 5,800 acres 
of land starting about a mile or two 
south of Middlebrook and stretch­
ing back and forth across Va. 252 
to Newport and on to the 
Rockbridge County line are poised 
to become Augusta County’s sec­
ond agricultural/forestal district.

maybe, afterall, is not a whole other 
column unto itself.)

The farm equipment dealer has 
ordered the wrong parts twice. The 
process of getting the parts is tak­
ing so long that the price of the 
parts is increasing while you wait 
for them to be shipped. The pic­
ture-perfect weather is only going 
to hold so long and this is weather 
that is not being contrived by a 
photographer’s studio lights for a 
photo shoot for a farm equipment 
dealer magazine. And the quality 
of the best hay you’ve seen in five 
seasons is goirtg down the lubes. 
It would be at this point when the 
piece of broken equipment might 
very easily be left sitting right in 
the middle of the field never to be 
moved again.

But, you have just a few ounces 
of perseverance left which pre­
vents you from ditching the bro­
ken baler. So what do you do? You 
go to a neighbor’s farm where there 
is a baler that was abandoned long 
ago and has been cannibalized for 
parts. You take from it the parts you 
have been trying to get for five 
days from the farm equipment 
dealer. And you could have saved 
yourself all the trips to town, all 
the phone calls it took to get the 
wrong parts ordered twice, all the 
despair of finding out the parts 
weren’t going to work, not to men­
tion the wasted picture-perfect hay 
baling weather for baling the best 
crop of hay you’ve seen in five 
seasons — you could have spared 
yourself all that time, effort and 
misery by taking 30 minutes to pull 
parts off of an old baler that’s just 
sitting there waiting for someone 
to come along and make use of 
what’s left of it.

But wait, there’s more. The parts 
you pull off the old baler are just 
the ones to fix the baler, and soon 
everything is put in order. You’re 
pulling away from the repair shop 
late in the afternoon anticipating 
that the next day you can get back 
to the hay field and bale some of 
that wonderful hay that now has 
cured just right for square baling. 
All is right with the world once 
again and then you hear the radio

announcer begin giving the 
weather forecast for the next day. 
“Tuesday’s forecast calls for a 90 
percent chance of rain in the after­
noon. Thunderstorms are likely.”

It appears that it is simply not 
intended that you could actually 
manage to harvest the best hay 
crop in five seasons just when it 
has cured to its peak of perfection. 
I mean, that kind of hay is really of 
such a quality that a person prob­
ably doesn’t deserve to be able to 
harvest it anyway. This is the kind 
of crop harvested by angels when 
they’re haying in heaven.

But this is the kind of disappoint­
ment and frustration which goes 
along with some of what goes on 
in the firmament. And this is the 
point at which so many farmers 
have found themselves on so many 
occasions. Most just bend their 
heads down and forge ahead, even 
with the winds of resistance blow­
ing hard against them.

So don’t be fooled by those 
glossy photo spreads in the farm 
equipment dealer magazines. Sure 
they make things down on the farm 
look picture perfect. But just remem­
ber that beyond the phony back- 
drops and props, beyond the 
shiny tractors and brightly colored 
machinery, beyond the range of the 
camera’s lens, somewhere beyond 
all of this down on the farm, a 
simple complication just got com­
plicated. Somebody is having an 
attack. And it’s probably me. —

° Repairs
Continued from page 10 

talking about a square baler made 
in the year 1906. This is a contem­
porary piece of machinery.

But when the equipment dealer 
is queried about the parts, it is 
learned they are not in stock so they 
have to be ordered. It will take two 
days for the parts to come in. Two 
days later you go to the farm equip­
ment dealer to get the parts. It seems 
that all those needed to make re­
pairs to the baler have arrived ex­
cept two 30-cent springs. You go to 
another equipment dealer and there 
find one of the 30-cent springs. Now 
you’re still short one 30-cent spring.

And just to be lacking one 30- 
cent spring is enough to put any­
one into orbit. I mean, we could 
understand if the dealer didn’t stock 
an item that was valued at $300 and 
then had to order it when it is re­
quested to make repairs. But to have 
to order a 30-cent spring? Come on. 
It’s not like a 30-cent spring is an 
inventory budget buster.

Meanwhile you take the parts

which have arrived and prepare to 
make repairs to the baler. Oh, did I 
mention that during the two days 
the baler has been broken the 
weather has been nearly perfect — 
for the first time in six weeks — for 
making hay and that the hay is just 
lying there in the field at its peak 
condition waiting for someone to 
bale it? But that’s O.K. because 
you’ve got your parts to fix the 
baler, then you’ll gel straight to the 
field and start baling that hay — 
hay, by the way, which is the best 
you've cut for harvest in five sea­
sons of hay making.

You get started making repairs 
to the baler and find out the wrong 
parts have been supplied so the 
repairs you thought could be made 
can’t be made. So you take the parts 
back to the farm equipment dealer 
but the parts you need — the right 
ones to fix the baler — still aren’t 
in stock and have to be ordered 
and it will be another two days be­
fore they are shipped.

After another two-day delay and 
the still uncertain fate of the miss­
ing 30-cent spring, parts which

•Powerful, 19 hp Toro Power Plus twin cylinder engine by Kohler gives you plenty of 
power for mowing, tilling or snowlhrowing.
•Aruchmenl Power Lift system is controlled by a conveniently located, dash-mounted switch 
•Six different mowing decks available - including a 52 Recycler

•Cruise control makes long mowing jobs easier
•Exclusive Dial-A-Heighl control allows you to change culling height quickly and easily 
•Hurry! This is a limited time offer.

Cohron’s Hardware
220 N. Main St., Stuarts Draft 

337-1241
1-800-219-3167

become inadequate to support hu­
man existence. Here’s where you 
say something completely irratio­
nal like, “I’m going to get parts for 
that baler today if I have to drive 
all the way to Mississippi to get 
them!” and you wonder how in the 
world a simple complication got so 
out of hand that it became a com­
plicated complication. (Which 

Southern Augusta ag district iu review process 
within one mile of the core bound­
ary can also be included even if the 
tracts do not touch the core tract. 
There is no minimum acreage per 
landowner or minimum number of 
landowners. Participating landown­
ers agree not to subdivide the ir land 
during the term of the district (be­
tween 4 and 10 years as decided 
upon by the landowner group).

The plans for Augusta County’s 
newest agricultural/forestal district 
have been orchestrated by the Val­
ley Conservation Council.

The new district is currently in the 
180-day review process. Landowners 
who want tobeincludedinthe district 
are encouraged to call the Augusta 
Planning Office at245-5700. It is sug­
gested that landowners interested in 
joining this district call by July 31. —

http://www.toro.com
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Japan travel trivia

A Japanese seafood mar­
ket has an infinite vari­
ety of the "new and un­
usual” for American visi­
tors including these oc­
topus tenacles held by 
Linda Holsinger, a mem­
ber of Rotary Inter­
national’s Group Study 
Exchange team.

Photos by Nancy Sorrells

By NANCY SORRELLS_________

GREENVILLE — Let’s get one 
thing straight right from the start. 
I have not been on vacation for 
the last 37 days. I would like to

ries about how our own profes­
sions operate half a world apart.

And nearly every day we met 
with different Rotary groups from 
such places as Takikawa, Akabira, 
Ashebitsu, and Iwanizawa. As we 
met each new group, we told them 
about ourselves, our work and our 
homes as we each presented a 
speech (in Japanese) and a slide 
show. We were on the go from 
early morning to late afternoon and 
sometimes until late at night as our 
hosts tried to pack as many cul­
tural experiences (and Rotary meet­
ings) into our schedule as they 
could. The pace was exhausting: 
there was no such thing as a Sun­
day rest and free time is apparently 
a foreign concept.

One the plus side, we were im­
mersed in a culture in a way that 
no tour trip could ever provide. We 
ate, slept, bathed and lived the 
Japanese way. If we watched tele­
vision, it was sumo wrestling, a 
Tokyo Giants baseball game, the 
15-minute soap opera that comes 
on every morning from 8:15-8:30, 
or some movie like “Independence 
Day” dubbed in Japanese.

We ate with hashi (chopsticks)

BUSINESS •
ANNUITIES

1750 Greenville Ave. 
STAUNTON, VA. 24401

around the world and back. This month they Provide uswith their impressionsof the 

peoples and cultures of Japan and Israel.

ing. Each member in our group 
met with professional counter­
parts — I, for instance, looked at 
some very interesting living his­
tory museums — where we ex­
changed ideas, concerns and sto-
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and rinsed in order to be properly 
cleansed before immersing one’s self 
in the steaming public bath.

I have only just begun to realize 
how special what we did really was. 
On the plane coming home I sat 
next to an American military family 
which had been stationed in Japan 
for several years. The woman, who 
was about my age, and I had a long 
discussion about the Japanese cul­
ture. During her time in Japan she 
had made a great effort to learn 
about the Japanese and made many 
Japanese friends. She was even a 
member of an international 
women's group that enjoyed many, 
many cultural events together.

And, yet, during her YEARS in 
Japan she had NEVER been invited 
inside a Japanese home. This is not 
unusual. The Japanese are very 
shy, reserved people and it is rare 
for foreigners to be invited into a 
Japanese home. How lucky we were 
that for five weeks we had not only 
been invited in, but had been made 
to feel part of the family. We had 
our own beds, our own chopsticks, 
our own bath towels, etc. We were 
told to call the female head of the 
household, Okasan (mother) and

A box lunch or a “bento bacho” Japanese style is en­
joyed by Waka Sugawara and Nancy Sorrells at a Rotary 
gathering in Japan.

the male Otosan (father). I went to 
the supermarket with Okasan and 
to the golf driving range with 
Otosan. I now have five new fami­
lies, all of which I hope to keep in 
touch with for the rest of my life.

When I look back on it, I realize

Saturday, May 9,1998, Rumoi, Japan
Our going-away banquet was 

certainly a sight to see. I could 
look across the banquet room at 
80 or so people all dressed up and 
sitting cross-legged on the floor 
in their stocking feet. Everybody 
was in front of short lacquered

Metes trem f be roeb
Augusta Country staff writers Nancy Sorrells and Deborah SensabauSh have

Number of times 
took off and landed 
in an aircraft: 28 
Number of time zones 
crossed: 14, International 
Dateline twice 
Miles from home: 11,000 [

that I have experienced the trip of 
a lifetime. Not only did I travel 
11,000 miles across the globe, but I 
traveled into a different land, lan­
guage and lifestyle. But I was defi­
nitely not on vacation.

qualify this statement just a 
bit, however. During my time 
in Japan I was definitely NOT 
on vacation.

Augusta Country readers 
have been following my saga for 
the past two months and know 
that I was in Japan through the 
good works of Rotary Interna­
tional. Our team, consisting of 
five Shenandoah Valley busi­
ness people and a team leader, 
was on a cultural exchange to 
Hokkaido, Japan. And.aslhave just 
said, we were not on vacation.

For rive weeks we visited cul­
tural attractions, talked to mayors 
and other dignitaries, toured 
schools, factories and businesses 
and contributed, in our own small 
way, to international understand-

Trip to Japan brings sharp 
focus to cultural differences 

most of the time, slept on futons 
when that was the sleeping accom­
modation provided for us, and 
bathed using the traditional bath­
rooms. On occasion at public 
baths, this meant group scrubbing 

and bathing with as many as 100 
people using the baths at once. 
I should point out that these 
baths were gender specific, 
however not all toilets were. 
Even so, all modesty had to be 
cast aside in order to walk na­
ked to a row of tiny stools lined 
up in front of a long mirror. Once 
seated on the very low, very 
small plastic stool, one scrubbed 
(most vigorously), shampooed

tables. Dinner was many courses 
and spectacular. The dishes were 
beautifully arranged with flowers 
and swirls of radish. Much of the 
meal was raw including octopus 
on ice, sea cucumber, squid, 

See JAPAN, page 13
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Japan travel trivia

I 0' R

Most movies seen on one 
plane flight: 3
Hours spent in the air: 
about 42
Longest single flight: 14 
hours, from Detroit, Mich., 
to Osaka, Japan 
Shortest single flight: 15 
minutes, glider flight over 
Takikawa

^\z \\ /a\ // \k J\ k --------- ’

12 in a Row Classic Country 
885-5188

A Japanese meal, like this all raw seafood meal, must 
please the eye first. Serving dishes rarely are of the same 
pattern but rather are chosen according to their design 
and color to complement the food.

The Japanese like to add a colorful pickle or two to ev­
ery meal. However, these are rarely cucumber pickles, 
but rather pickled radishes, turnips, or egglant which is 
shown in the center of this photo.

complements the mainstays of 
steamed sticky white rice and soy 
[either as soy soup (miso) or as soy 
sauce]. Rice is eaten by itself and 
Japanese are amused at Americans 
who taint their rice with sauces, 
vegetables and meats.

More often than not the seafood 
that is eaten is fresh, so fresh in 
fact that no time is spent cooking 
it. For the American, this is where 
the soy sauce and a squirt of the 
powerful green horseradish paste 
called wasabi comes in. A chunk 
of raw seafood — be it tuna, 
salmon, squid or mollusk — can 
be swirled in the wasabi-seasoned 
soy sauce and then gulped whole. 
Trying to take small bites and chew 
just adds many minutes to teeth 
flossing later in the evening.

Chunks of raw seafood are called 
sashimi. If the raw fish, or fish eggs 
or sea creature of some sort is put 
with vinegared rice and perhaps 
some vegetables, then the food is 
called sushi. Not all seafood is raw, 
however. A particularly delectable 
dish is called tempura. This dish is 
prepared by dipping various kinds 
of seafood (especially shrimp and 
squid), vegetables (especially egg­
plant, mushrooms, green peppers)

The amazing thing is just how 
many platters of meat and veg­
etables one Japanese family can 
consume at a Genghis Khan feast. 
But, then, it is amazing just how 
much the Japanese eat at any meal. 
Obviously much of their food is 
healthier than the American diet, 
but not all. And the quantities that 
these petite people consume is 
truly staggering. We were always 
full long before our Japanese fami­
lies stopped serving and eating. 
Breakfasts usually exhausted us. 
It was not uncommon to have 
baked fish, salad, rice, miso soup, 
eggs and bacon, toast, cereal and 
fruit all for breakfast! Lunch was 
usually a faster, smaller meal and 
at our business lunches it was of-

See LUNCH, page 19

°Japan
Continued from page 12 

shrimp, and who knows what 
else. I tried all but the little purple 
squids. We also had these minia­
ture boiled white fish that looked 
like salamanders, but which were 
actually very tasty. There was 
also baked salmon, tempura, sea­
food custard, rice balls with sea­
weed, soba noodles, and, soup. 
It was more than one human 
could possibly eat.”

Nancy Sorrells' journal in 
Rumoi, Japan.

****** ******
There were many facets to my 

trip in Japan and I could write a 
story about each portion. My jour­
nal, in which I recorded my 
thoughts and impressions at the 
conclusion of each day, is an even 
100 pages! But certainly one ad­
venture within the adventure for 
me was f
Japanese culture. At times I felt that palate. Dishes don’t match each 
I was boldly going where no other; rather they are chosen for

Come in today for a test drive!
TAX, TAGS & $69.50 PROCESSING FEE EXTRA. PAYMENTS ARE APPROVED CPEOAL LEASE PLAN THRU TVCC. TAXES 
& PROCESSING FEES, 1ST PAYMENT + SEC. DEPOSIT DUE AT SiGNSJG. 10 CENTS/uiE OVER 12k/yEAR. EXAMPLE! ‘98 

CAMRY 36 MONTH LEASE. PAYMENTS: S229/UONTH, 8,244 TOTAL $1,729 DUE AT SiGWJG. RESIDUAL S12,644: CO­

ROLLA & CAMAY CASH BACK, SPECIAL LEASE & APR NOT COWJP4ABLE.

meals as is the arrangement of the 
various foods and colors.

Japan is a nation of islands and 
the people rely on the harvest from 
the oceans for the food. The ocean 

their beauty and harmony with the provides the infinite variety that 
food. Color is important in planning c—------- - ,u* —«r

and other assorted 
edibles (even beanie 
weanies) into an egg 
and flour batter and 
deep frying them. 
The fried morsels are 
slid through a small 
bowl of soy sauce 
before arriving, drip­
ping, at the mouth.

The culinary ad­
venture certainly did 
not end with 
tempura. My mouth­
watering favorite 
was a Hokkaido specialty called 
Genghis Khan. Waiters for tables 
of diners eating Genghis Khan get 
off easy because it is self serve all 
the way. The group sits down at a 
table with a grill in the middle. Then 
platters full of thinly sliced lamb, 
pumpkin, bean sprouts, com, pota­
toes, cabbage, peppers, mush­
rooms and anything else tasty are 
brought to the table. All the diners 
grab their chopsticks and move piles 
of food from the platters to the grill 
where it quickly fries up in the lamb 
grease. As food is ready to eat, it is 
plucked from the grill to a saucer 
filled with soy sauce and then right 
into the mouth. Yuuummmm. Often 
diners wear aprons because grease 
and soy sauce splatter everywhere 
during the gorging.

OXO
0Y0

^SALE!!
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50% And More Off Selected 
Group Of Shower Curtains 

& Other Items

THE GOLDEN TI B 
BkTHSHOP 
20 E. Beverley St.

Downtown Staunton
Hours: Mon.-SaL 9-5 885-8470

A barbecue - Japanese style

up the Japanese cuisine it is beauty 
and seafood. Each meal is designed 

the culinary aspect of the t0 please the eye as much as the

I was boldly going where no 
Greenvillian had gone before.

If there are two words which sum
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Journey to Israel reveals

I reclined in the plush seat, sleep­
ing lightly beside the lost son of 
Israel. “Name’s Daniel,” he had told 
me. “I just spent three months in 
Europe and a month in Israel. I 
learned more in that month than 
I’ve learned my whole life.” At 20, 
he was homeward bound to finish 
his degree at Queens College in his 
native New York City.

As we watched the lights of Tel 
Aviv shrink to pinpoints, we both 
felt it. Israel’s hands reluctantly 
offering us to the world. The 
wrenching of our souls that had

- is ;'' id* Please patronize our advertisers, and tell 
them you saw their ad in Augusta Country.

fwF a

I’d have to learn to run the new 
Long tractor and haul round bales. 
“Well, that sounds good.”

“No, you don’t understand. 
We’re going. You and I. Your dad 
won’t go and I need someone to 
room with. He’ll pay your way if 
you’ll go with me.”

That’s how a mountain per­
son met the world of pass­
ports, customs, security 
checks and airline flights.

danced in her mystical vortex. 
We’d both seen her old stories 
come alive. In his world they had 
been Daniel and David, Adam and 
Moses, Abraham and Isaac, the 
prophets and kings, wars and cam­
paigns. For me. they’d been all that 
along with Paul and John, Timo­
thy and Peter, and the Messiah 
Yeshua, Jesus.

“You’ll go back,” I told him. 
"Someday...” I knew because I left 
a part of me there and realized how 
much more a visit to Israel would 
mean for a Jewish American.

* , J

This overview of Jerusalem shows the gold 
Dome of the Rock, far right, from which 
Mohammed is said to have jumped to 
heaven to receive the Koran several hun­
dred years after the beginnings of Christian­
ity. The black dome at left is the Al Aksa

By DEBORAH SENSABAUGH

Ever since returning from Israel, 
I’ve counted hours on the digital 
clock in my word processor. I’ve 
picked over facts and strained at 
memories. And I’ve tossed much 
I’ve written into mystical elec­
tronic wastebaskets. Reducing 
Israel to words is like cupping 
hands to hold the wind.

My unexpected journey took 
root last fall when Mother’s phone

mosque where Mohammed tied his mythi­
cal horse. The walls are of the old city and 
the new city stretches over the hill in the 
background. This photo was taken from the 
Mount of Olives, looking across the Kidron 
Valley. Photos by Deborah Sensabaugh

My mind flashed to that first 
plane ride, nearly two weeks ear­
lier. We’d finally climbed aboard the 
El Al 747-400 on New Year’s Day. 
All 23 of us from the Stone Church 
of the Brethren in Buena Vista now 
in God’s Air with all that freezing 
space and North Atlantic under­
neath God’s wings.

Israelis returning from U.S. holi­
days filled the plane with their soft, 
ancient language. They slept. They 
watched the televisions on the 
back of each seat in front of them. 
They donned earphones and lis-

9
Deborah Sensabaugh perches uneasily on a rock beside 
the Sea of Galilee, smooth as glass one minute and a 
maelstrom the next. Seen in background on the opposite 
shore are the Golan Heights.

tened to music that called to them 
of pink Jerusalem granite, the soft 
Galilee, and stark desert mountains.

We watched and listened with 
them. And when tires touched pave­
ment in Tel Aviv, the Jewish national 
anthem filled the cabin as the Israe­
lis stood and cheered. Where we 
saw only sand and scruffy date 
palms, they saw home. I wondered 
if Americans had been that enthu­
siastic about their country only 50 
years after its birth, and if our gov­
ernment pressure for the Israelis to 
give up so much of their homeland 
reflects our state of being out-of­
touch with our patriotic roots.

Israel shared her rocky road to 
freedom with us through the sto­
ries and sights pf our guide Cindy 
Ravid. Cindy, a Brit, had married

an Israeli. She and the land went 
back to the days of mishuvs (col­
lective farms) with no water or elec­
tricity and guarded with machine­
gun towers. She had watched the 
stark Judean hills become green 
with truck gardens, sway with date 
palms and banana plantations as 
new Israelis coaxed life from fallow 
ground, neglected for centuries by 
its Palestinian caretakers.

Along with the rose-blossoming 
deserts, the legends and stories 
that make up much of our back­
ground, too, had sprung into life 
with Israeli national pride, theirmin- 
istry of tourism and careful exca­
vation and research.

Scarcely checked in at the Ben 
Gurion Airport near Tel Aviv, we 

See ISRAEL, page 15
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Mstory off Chrisdaumfty
voice turned breathless. “My 
friend Ruby just asked if I’d like to 
go to Israel and Egypt with her 
church group.” Her pause length­
ened. “I don’t think your dad 
would give me that much money.” 

I laughed. “Well, you’ll never 
know unless you ask.”

Days later, she called again. 
“You’ll never guess. Your dad 
cashed in some stocks; we’re go­
ing to Israel.”

I hesitated. Gone for two weeks.

1-800-9^8-2^94
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You should renew. You know you want to.

Mary Ernst, 363-5111
Mary Treadway, 943-4660
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In tracing Christian sites. King 
Constantine’s mother, Queen Hel­
ena, traveled to the Holy Land in 
the third(?) century. By then, 
mosques covered many of the 
early church sites, which now are 
churches again. Through those 
locations, geographical descrip­
tions and local legend, the queen 
was able to determine the accuracy 
of the sites. Thus prophets’ trails 
and Christ’s footsteps are followed 
with reasonable accuracy.

Of course, we saw all the tourist

Augusta Country, July 1998

believe this is the foundation stone 
of the world. From this one rock, 
God created the entire earth.”

Under the flat stones, we could feel 
it — the power of worlds yet to be.

Later, Cindy showed us to a mar­
ket street. “You can shop here,” 
she said, and turned us loose. We 
haggled, bargained, sampled and 
returned to the Park Plaza Hotel like 
pirates with treasure.

Jerusalem is like snatches of an 
old song that never leaves you. It 
comes back in strobe-like flashes 
— a scene from the 6 o’clock 
news, a tune, a sunset as gold as 
that monstrous Arab dome. Like 
magic, Jerusalem is reborn in your 
heart again and again.

No trip to Israel should avoid Yad 
Vashem, the Holocaust memorial, 
yet Cindy told us it is the site many 
tours omit when pressed for time. 
We made time. Knowing this 
people’s historic struggles and 
having seen the miraculous re­
building of a nation, we wanted to 
see her birth pains. How a people 
can absorb so much sorrow and 
injustice and triumph is another of 
mankind’s greatest mysteries.

“How could God have let that 
happen?” Cindy asked on the way 
back to our bus.

“He didn’t mean for it to hap­
pen. We were supposed to have 
done something, but we didn’t, 
anti that is a great sorrow for 
us,” 1 answered.

After a week in Israel, we turned 
toward Egypt. Our next stop was 
Cairo and the Pyramids for three 
quick days before heading back to 
the U.S.A. Had we left Israel for 
home, the leaving would have been 
bittersweet. But leaving Egypt 
made home seem a wondrous and 
welcome place.

All trips change the traveler. We 
get bigger inside, holding the world 
in memory. But Israel isn’t content 
to inhabit only the traveler’s 
memory. She stops at nothing less 
than living in the hearts of those 
who have walked her hills and trod 
her pink marble stones. —

attractions— Mount of the Beati­
tudes, Loaves and Fishes site at 
Tagbha, Cana, Capernaum, the Jor­
dan, Nazareth, the Golan Heights. 
We ate lunch at a kibbutz, prowled 
the bomb shelters, inspected the 
old buildings where soldiers sur­
rounded the children to keep them 
safe. We stood under a billowing 
Israeli flag and looked down on the 
Galilee from what was Syria.

When we “set our faces toward 
Jerusalem,” we, like Christ, became 
oft sidetracked. We stopped for 
camel riding and sightseeing in Jeri­
cho, soon learning that any village 
under Arab control had spent cen­
turies going downhill, both eco­
nomically and in appearance.

That evening we visited another 
Arab village — Bethlehem, and 
waited in line for what seemed like 
hours to visit the Church of the 
Nativity during the Orthodox Christ­
mas Eve. Maybe it was the heavy 
incense, wafting in censers the 
priests carried everywhere; maybe 
it was the abundance of red velvet 
drapes and stories of weeping stat­
ues, but I felt relieved when our tour 
ended and we went back outside.

Next we braved Masada’s 
heights, reliving the tragic history 
of defenders who killed themselves

An Arab, in all likelihood a soldier in disguise, rides a 
camel in Egypt near a pyramid. The tour group from 
Rockbridge was under armed guard 24-hours a day dur­
ing its stay in Egypt.

Continued from page 14 
whisked through traffic to the old 
Coastal Highway where camel cara­
vans had trudged for centuries 
before the Romans turned it into a 
thoroughfare. We dug our toes in 
the sand at Caesarea, the Mediter­
ranean port where Paul had stayed 
and where Herod kept a home and 
attended the amphitheater he had 
built. Further up the road, we gath­
ered rocks on the blue sea shores 
and marveled at the aqueduct ru­
ins before heading for the inland 
of northern Israel.

The Galilee, also called Kineret 
or the Harp because of its shape, 
shared her varied moods from soft 
waves shimmering in wispy fog to 
blue glass stillness to immense 
waves and pounding surf birthed by 
the Golan’s cold wind, all in the 
space of our three days there. Our 
hotel in Tiberias, the Quiet Beach, 
was just that. Except for a senior citi­
zens’ gathering and a few orthodox 
families on a Shabat (Sabbath) holi­
day, we were alone in the Galilee win­
ter. And after leaving snow and ice 
behind, we thought the 55 to 65 de­
gree temperatures springlike.

With Tiberias as base, we ex­
plored 7,000 years of the history that 
underlies 2,000 years of our faith. 
We learned that no rock or hill in 
this land is without legend, like warp 
thread giving shape and framework 
to a weaving. We became part of 
the eternal threads surrounded by 
the lessons from each place.

“Dig deeper; dig slowly,” 
Tel Megiddo whispered 
through the ages.

The Tel, west of Galilee, is civili­
zation built upon the ruins of it-

rather than become Roman slaves. 
Up the Dead Sea road, we paused 
at Qumran, site of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls discovery, and then on to a 
beach to wade in the greasy, salty 
waters from which chemical extrac­
tions create everything from cos­
metics to fertilizers.

Even in winter, Jerusalem’s atmo­
sphere rises like heat waves. We saw 
all the tourist stuff here, too — the 
walls of legends, rooms of history 
and streets where old stories might 
have happened only yesterday, the 
changes having been so little.

Jerusalem has been called the eter­
nal city — so much mysterious past, 
so much prophesied tragedy yet to 
unfold, so much final victory. Surely 
Jerusalem is a microcosm of the story 
of man — the sacred and the pro­
fane, the hope of mankind with dirty 
streets and robed beggars.

“This is our reason for being,” 
Cindy told us at the old Temple 
Mount where the Arab-held portion 
of the city “tramples underfoot” the 
most sacred site of Judaism. “We

Changed Your Lifestyle? Call WELCOME WAGON® 
When you change your lifestyle, your needs are changing, too. Welcome Wagon® can 
help you find services that meet your requirements.
My basket of gifts and information are all absolutely FREE. Millions of Americans con­
tact us... new U.S. Citizens, engaged women, new parents, and people who have just 
moved. Have you changed your lifestyle or know someone else who has? Call me:

______________________ ■/

A tour group prepares to receive Communion near the Garden Tomb.
oral, miraculously defeated Sisera’s 
hordes, where wild dogs fought for 
evil Jezebel’s body and where Rev­
elation says the armies of the earth 
will gather for one last battle. And 
then walked through the giant cis­
tern that drew water from under the 
city walls in time of siege and made 
Megiddo an invaluable fortress.

One of our most-asked ques­
tions was, “Did it really happen 
here, on this spot?”

Cindy explained that Israeli his­
toric sites, like Megiddo, have been 
built upon for years while place 
names have remained fairly constant 
ensuring accuracy. Rachel’s tomb 
has been Rachel’s tomb for years 

......... .  uncountable. King David’s tomb on 
self. Making the Tel a maivel of ar- zion is reasonably certain,
chaeological research, thousands 
of hands have patiently scraped 
away 7,000 years to foundations 
of stables, walls, gates, barracks 
and palaces thought to have been 
King Ahab’s. Only by examining 
every shard, every stone, have re­
searchers been able to piece the 
mystery of ancient Megiddo.

With our guide Cindy, we stood 
atop the windswept hill overlook­
ing the plains of Megiddo where 
Judge Deborah and Barak, hergen-

Ifyou live in my neighborhood, I’ll be happy to visit you. If 
you reside elsewhere, I’ll refer you to another Represen­
tative. If no one is available in your area, you may be inter­
ested in the position yourself. I’ll forward your request for 
employment information to our Memphis, TN office: "-A/r
WELCOME WAGON INTERNATIONAL, INC., 145 COURT AVENUE, MEMPHIS TN 38103
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The Hitching Post
can cause stiffness and poor be­
havior from pain and discomfort. 
Pre-eventing massage is therapeu­
tic in enhancing the animal’s warm 
up. Massage works to fill the 
muscles with fresh, well-oxygen­
ated, nutrient-filled blood. This in­
creased circulation provides tissue 
suppleness and helps reduce excess 
muscle and mental tension. Post­
eventing massage works to reduce 
the trauma that occurs during com­
petition and workouts.

Rebecca advises that anyone 
interested in this field should have 
some basic qualifications.

“You must have integrity with 
people, professionalism, and the abil­
ity to sell yourself,” she said. Another 

......... . *u~ — “,:sten 
through touch.” Learn to “feel” where

FARM BUOLDDEMGS
ARENAS & ROUND PENS

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the 
sixth in a series of articles 
about equine-related careers.

Byl.B. HOOFINrf
Horses are very athletic animals. 

As an athlete, we suffer from many 
physical setbacks including muscle 
strains and soreness. If you are 
interested in the art of massage as 
an "equine" massage therapist, 
you will find many clients in the 
horse industry from areas such as 
racing, endurance, eventing, Olym­
pic levels, and hunter/jumpers.

Rebecca Oliver, a certified mas-
1 her

she says. “I’ve been an equine practi­
tioner for about 18 months.”

Is it a rewardi ng career? Rebecca 
says she thinks so. She relates the 
story of a horse named “Bo,” a 26- 
year-old Anglo/Arab. He was 
vetted and determined to have kid­
ney failure and was expected to die. 
The owner asked Rebecca Io come 
work on the horse.

"1 told the owner if [the horse] 
was diagnosed with renal failure, I 
did not think I could help,” she said. 
“I went and worked on [the horse] 
for six to eight weeks. His kidneys 
cleared up, he put weight back on 
and was turned out with the other 
horses. His coat came back and he 
even performed in a parade.”

Massage therapy is healing in its 
application of touch to give com­
fort and promote good health. 
Muscle tension and strain in horses

^~in the Staunton Mall

I 
III□
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J VALUE 

Hardware 
on Central Avenue in Staunton

noted before, horses are athletes, and 
like most athletes, taking care of muscle 
tension and injury prevention are top 
priorities in competition.

If you are interested in massage 
therapy and have a strong work­
ing knowledge of physical horse 
care, you might consider this as a 
career option. Also, if you are a 
horse owner who competes at the 
local level, knowledge of massage 
therapy might be an asset to your 
horsemanship know-how. —

to empower small business, it also 
offers communication with other 
“horse” people. Debbie explained 
that internet users need two things 
—an internet communications pro­
vider such as America Online, 
Microsoft Network, or Prodigy and 
a data base for the search. The 
choice of a search mechanism is 
left up to the user although Debbie 
said she likes YAHOO and pointed 
out that ALTA VISTA has 30 mil­
lion pages in its data base. The 
search mechanisms pull up web 
pages for internet users to read.

When performing a general 
search on the internet for interest­
ing horse “sites,” one must have 
time and patience. The use of “key” 
words and phrases can help un­
less the actual address of the web 
site of choice is available.

Some “horse” sites on the web 
recommend by Debbie include 
the World Champion Horse 
Equipment Catalog, www.world
championhorse.com; National

See INTERNET, page 17

Farm Bureau
Staunton, Waynesboro,

Weyers Cave

LttS VIRGINIA FRAME
Builders &. Supply, Inc.

By CHRIS MARRS

Debbie Crist, computer instructor 
at Blue Ridge Community College, 
provided a unique workshop on us­
ing the internet to access informa- 
lion interesting to horse enthusiasts. sagetherapist, has developed ....

While the internet is doing much practice to include horses, cats, and
...................."• jOgS as we|| as people. Rebecca

explains that horse tissue and hu- important asset is the ability to “list 
man tissue are almost identical. through touch.” Learn to “fee!” whs

“I’ve practiced six years with people,” the pain is in each animal.
• ■■ K...n Certification through Rebecca’s

tioner for about 18months.” Prince William Massage Therapy
workshop involves two weeks of 
training. Students are expected to 
take one week of training and leave

Kroger 
in Waynesboro Ky

1— ------------------------ ~ —

Massage therapy works for horses too 
for an apprenticeship to document ■■--r™ ,
30 sessions of therapy. After the 
apprenticeship is complete, stu­
dents return for the second week 
of the course to become certified. 
One-week courses are available, 
but Rebecca feels that students 
should have a good working 
knowledge of horses first.

Certified massage therapists can 
earn up to S60 per hour per horse. Most 
competitive events provide massage 
teams for their rider's convenience. As

http://www.worldchampionhorse.com
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Breeds offer versatility tit sport 'work, temperament and size.

Hoofinit’s

I am looking at different horse breeds and 
trying to decide which one would be best 
for me. How can I determine which breed 
is best suited for my interests? I am an 
advanced beginner rider and hope to 
show hunter/jumper some day. Does the 
breed really matter?

:kagc of note cards to a scholarship fund 
fits of horsemanship.

I.B. Hoofinit is a fictitious horse 
character developed by Chris 
Marrs as a service to teach horse 
care. Questions to I.B. Hoofinit 
may be submitted to P.O. Box 
2955, Staunton, Va. 24402. Ques­
tions become the property of Chris 
Marrs, and answers are subject to 
editor approval. Information pro-

Moirse §

lay messages back and forth on 
topics of mutual interest.

Businesses wishing to set up 
advertising may work through a 
director. Many sites, such as The 
National Horseman’s Directory, 
offer rate sheets for advertising 
and the Virginia Horse Journal 
puts its classified ads on the 
internet at no extra charge.

Debbie also offered some help­
ful definitions for the novice com­
puter user. “Address” gives the 
location of the advertiser’s web

“strong point” will be the greatest 
asset of the horse. All other assets 
will be positive additions, but not 
as dependable as the characteris­
tic for which the horse was origi­
nally bred. If this strength suits 
your riding style or demands, then 
this breed becomes a good candi­
date for you. Some breeds are 
known by generalizations, but 
there are individuals in every crowd 
that show promise. And these 
“promising” horses can change 
public opinion. For example, the 
American quarterhorse was gener­
ally thought to be a horse ridden 
western style in working cattle. 
Today they are sometimes referred 
to as the “American Warmbloods” 
for their ability to compete in

page which usually starts “http:// 
www.” “Site” is the location of the 
web page on the internet. “Home 
page" is the first page for informa­
tion at a specific address.

The workshop provided some 
basic information for anyone seek­
ing to enjoy horses through their 
computer. The internet offers the 
opportunity to find information, 
products, and even other horse en­
thusiasts with whom to “chat.” —

Debbie Crist's workshop, “Horses 
on the Internet," was presented, at 
the 1998 Rockingham County Open 
Horse Forum held in March.

°Beef
Continued from page 9 

Workers 4-H Club for his steer 
which gained 4.19 pounds per day. 
There was a tie for third place with 
steers which had ADGs of 3.81 
pounds. These awards were pre­
sented to Josh Smith of the 
Middlebrook 4-H Club and Jeremy 
Hunter of the Buffalo Gap FFA. 
Fifth place for beef performance 
was presented to Justin Shomo of 
the Riverheads FFA for his steer 
which gained 3.78 pounds per day.

Awards for recordbooks and pre­
miums for class placings also were 
presented at the banquet. The 
show is sponsored annually by lo­
cal Ruri tan clubs and the Staunton, 
Waynesboro and Augusta County 
Chambers of Commerce. —

Scholarship recipients were se­
lected from applications received 
from schools in all four counties 
served by SVEC including Au­
gusta, Rockingham, Shenandoah 
and Hardy, W.Va. Recipients were 
selected based on several crite­
ria including scholarship, in­
volvement in school and commu­
nity activities, letters of recom­
mendation, and an essay pro­
vided by each applicant. —

e
oulk

eventing, which is an English dis­
cipline.

Understanding what you want 
from your horse will be your first 
goal. Then talking to breeders can 
give you an idea of the important 
characteristics developed in their 
breeds. Always be open to the 
possibility of ANY breed being 
right for you. Finally, keep in mind 
the price range. Crossbreeds can 
be less expensive and they can 
carry the best characteristics of 
BOTH breeds. If you have trouble 
deciding between two breeds, con­
sider the best of both worlds with 
a crossbred horse. Choosing a 
horse is a big decision. Breeds are 
really a matter of preference. — 
vided in this column is meant to 
be taken as general advice. Each 
horse, rider, owner, and situation 
reflects different problems. I.B. 's 
answers are meant to be informa­
tive and enjoyable, but not bind­
ing. Common sense in any situa­
tion is a must.

A breed matters to the breeder. 
Breeds were developed for differ­
ent reasons and the best person to 
talk to directly about this is the ac­
tual breeder of the horse. Talking 
to a breeder of quarterhorses will 
give you the best features of that 
type of horse. Talking to breeders 
of Arabians, thoroughbreds and 
Morgans will also give you the best 
features of those types of horses. 
Remember that breeders will be pro­
moting their own choices of 
horses. This means that they will 
talk positively about their selection 
process, their breeds’ characteris­
tics, and their versatility in the 
horse world today.

Versatility is becoming an impor­
tant feature in any breed. The de­
mands placed on horses today is in­
credible. It used to be horses were 
bred primarily to serve a purpose that 
accommodated an area, a style of 
riding, or a work position. Today 
much more is expected. Competitions 
include trail, pleasure, showmanship, 
jumping, carriage, and even work- 
related events. The public has de­
manded more versatility in horses 
and breeders work toward produc­
ing the “super” horse.

When talking to breeders, deter­
mine the one basic factor in the 
breed that is the main focus. This

° Scholars
Continued from page 8 

applied was a difficult process, ac­
cording to C. Steven Smith of Com­
puter Management and Develop­
ment services who was a member of 
the scholarship selection committee.

“The candidates were excep­
tional individuals, being highly in­
volved in both their schools and 
communities,” Smith said.

Internet
Continued from page 16 

Horseman’s Directory, www.nh
did.com; and hunter/jumper net­
work, www.hunt-jump.com.

Debbie also offered some ad­
vice for the internet shopper. Do 
not buy products over the 
internet, she cautioned.

“Get the 800 number and call for 
business transactions," she said.

Another feature of the 
internet is “chatrooms.” These 
are places where users can re- ciation for Health, Physical Educa­

tion, Recreation and Dance and the 
James Madison University Depart­
ment of Kinesiology Outstanding 
Professional Award.

Four teachers from Riverheads 
High School received awards. 
Kathleen Buchanan, home eco­
nomics teacher, was named a Na­
tional Master Adviser by the Fu­
ture Homemakers of America. Rick 
Heatley, Latin teacher, received an 
award from the Committee for Pro­
motion of Latin/Classical Associa­
tion of middle west and south for 
bringing the Roman Legion Re- 
enacters to Certamen. John 
Holmes, social studies teacher, was 
selected by the Virginia Society of 
the Sons of the American Revolu­
tion as the Social Studies Teacher 
of the Year, and Eugene Mcllwee, 
Future Farmers of America teacher 
and adviser, received the outstand­
ing chapter award for the student 
agriculture mechanics exhibit at the 
Virginia State Fair.—

Q Awards
Continued from page 8 

Landes presented Curtis W. Rohr 
of Buffalo Gap, Daren Sander of 
Stuarts Draft, Aaron Hawley of 
Riverheads and Christina Dudley 
of Wilson Memorial with a special 
commendation from the House of 
Delegates for determination in 
achieving academic goals.

The Virginia State Fair Recogni­
tion awards were presented by 
Dick Harman, media relations co­
ordinator for the Atlantic Rural Ex­
position, Inc., to State Fair competi­
tors Craig Brown of Riverheads, 
Rick Harvey of Wilson, Amanda 
Hemp of Beverley Manor Middle 
and Jason Michael of Buffalo Gap.

Administrative honorees were 
Cindy Sadonis of Beverley Manor 
Elementary, Teacher of the Year; Jim 
Stout, Augusta County Curriculum 
Supervisor for Health and Physical 
Education, Virginia Supervisor of the 
Year award from the Virginia Asso-
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An Inspirational Gift For The Spirit 
Now you can give the gifts of: 

FAITH • HOPE • FORGIVENESS 
COURAGE • PERSEVERANCE 

HEALING • LOVE • PATIENCE

Find a “horse" care tip by I.B. Hoofinit 
in each package

Great gift idea for horse lovers!
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If your business is interested in serving as 
a retail outlet for I.B. Hoofinit products, 

call Chris Marrs at 886-4415.
I B. Hoofinit G>. donates 25 cents per Angel Kiss and 50 cents per pack 
for underprivileged children to be able to enjoy the therapeutic benefit

http://www.nhdid.com
http://www.hunt-jump.com
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Reflecting pool reflections
By Roberta Hamlin

June 1998

of his friend and former Virginia State
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“He has to do what he has to do," I replied, hoping that

Sandy' That is the end of him as far as 1 am concerned! 
Meanwhile the boss was in his office complaining to his 
stockbroker about the yen and the value of his stocks. He 
grumbled and mumbled, finally finished the call and 
announced to his secretary that he was off to buy some fine 
Lafite Rothschild wine which was on sale for $299 a bottle.

I managed to get to the hill to cover that mark-up, still 
stewing about that awful Dylan, and hoping 1 would not 
see him. After picking up the materials the boss wanted, I 
hopped on the subway back to the office. The place was in 
an uproar when I got back. Letters had to be sent to all the 
members of one committee before the final mail pick-up. We 
all dropped everything and got to work on those letters.

Back on the subway headed home, things were much 
quieter. The natives were all exhausted from a long day at 
work and the tourists were exhausted from walking miles 
between those museums and monuments. I picked up my 
newspaper again. There were proposals for budget 
reform, making the federal government more account­
able. Everyone was worried about the future of Social 
Security. Meanwhile, in the Maryland suburbs, they were 
fighting about whether to plant pink flowering cherry 
trees or white flowering pear trees along the streets. 
Local politicians were taking aim at one another for the 
upcoming local elections. The 1-95 ramp near my apart­
ment was going to be closed for 24 hours beginning that 
night. What! I had a hairdresser’s appointment the next 
morning, now 1 would have to find some other way to get 
there. Finally my stop arrived and I got off, still carrying 
that heavy umbrella which I had not needed at all. By 
then the day had become hot and muggy.

Now I ask you, if you (or dear cousin Annabelle) were 
watching this as a television special, how long would it 
take you to change the channel? The real truth, indeed! I 
think I will simply copy over most of this letter and send it 
to Annabelle. I doubt she will fuss at me soon again about 
not telling her how my days are spent.

Love to everyone, 
LuLu

one of the two deciduous conifers 
— it loses its needles in the fall —■ 
and it’s not a native tree. My guess 
is that someone on tower duty liked 
larches and wanted their soft green 
foliage to shelter the privy. There’s a 
story there somewhere

Anyway, that’s our little slice of 
the northern hardwood forest. For 
all its imposing altitude, Elliott 
Knob is easy to get to — the walk­
ing part, anyway. The easiest ap­
proaches are along the ridge of 
North Mountain from Dry Branch
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returned to their breeding territo­
ries. Avid birders will note some sig­
nature high-altitude warblers such 
as the black-throated green, Canada 
and blackpoll. Higher still, moun­
tain-ash becomes the dominant 
woody plant, spectacular in fall with 
its clusters of bright red berries.

After this nice stroll through north­
ern hardwoods, coming out on the 
developed part of Elliot Knob is some­
thing of a jolL You’re standing there, 
your daypack glued to your back with 
sweaL and here comes some commu­
nications company employee up the 
service road in a pickup.

Another hundred yards on a 
moderate grade brings you to the 
summit and the best view in the 
county. So good, in fact, that it was 
a fire tower location until aircraft 
replaced tower observers. The 
tower remains, a vandalized relic in 
a grove of Norway spruces, along 
with one botanical anomaly.

Go behind the tower, where the pit 
toilet must once have been, and there 
is a good-sized larch tree. Larch is

At the time, Elliott Knob, measur­
ing 4,448 feet, was thought to be 
the highest point in the Appalachian 
Mountains. I guess we know how 
that one came out. The name “Mt. 
Rogers" does show, along with 
Elliot (sic) Knob on Hotchkiss’s 1884 
map of Augusta County.

The exact elevation of Elliott 
Knob continued to elude the 
mapmakers. An undated map pro­
duced by the McClure Co. and on 
display in the Augusta County 
Government Center, showed an el­
evation of 4,473 feet. The United 
States Geological Survey topo­
graphic map shows 4,463, while 
VDOT’s road map shows 4,458. 
Confusion in the early years is un­
derstandable as elevation was de­
termined by lugging a heavy brass 
aneroid barometer to the summit 
and calculating elevation from

Dear Maude,
It was so nice to get your letter with all 

of the news about the escapades and 
accomplishments of the children. The last Z
letter I got from our cousin Annabelle was a different story 
altogether! It was quite a strong one complaining that I 
never tell her what my days are really like. (I’m not so sure ___ ____v----------- . _
she would want to know exactly what happens here, and if I And, he reads every word of every one! 
told her, she would think I was making it all up!)

For instance, take just one day a week or so ago: the 
day itself did not start out too bad — at least the sun 
was out. But of course the weatherman called for an 
afternoon thunderstorm, so I had to carry a heavy old 
umbrella. I added my lunch to my tote bag, (for no one 
in their right mind will go out and pay $6 for a sandwich 
if they don’t have to.) Next went in my high heel shoes 
to wear in the office and finally, the morning newspaper. 
By then I had a tote bag that weighed a ton.

Traffic on the drive to the metro was awful and I had to 
run to catch the last direct train into town. By the time I 
got settled in my seat, I was ready for a nap, only to find 
myself near a lively couple who were talking, non-stop to 
a family of tourists. I began to scan my newspaper — a 
gang opens fire on a Southeast D.C. playground; in 
Maryland a man is charged in a school fire; a fundraiser is 
field in a trendy new jazz restaurant downtown; poor Mr. 
Starr and his problems and leaks and Monica’s new 
lawyers; more fundraisers... Across the isle, I heard a man 
saying, “Thanks so much for helping us,”

Meanwhile, The Post was reporting that no one was at fault 
or took credit for the tobacco bill not passing. Most politicians 
spoke as if they had nothing to do with it, but agreed a new bill 
should be written, because, because, because...

“Oh think nothing of it. We are always glad 
to help. We could tell you were tourists...” a 
young woman was saying.

Then her husband took over (he was the more chatty of

° Elevation barometric pressure.
A few feet either way doesn’t 

Continued from page 3 make much difference though. In 
ofhis friend and former Virginia State our area, 4,000 feet elevation is
Geologist Benjamin Barton Rogers. something of a magic number. 
***’’“•’ , cii—.. v u Around that elevation, the forests

begin to take on a distinctly north­
ern appearance.

Farther west, on the ridges in 
Highland County and on into West 
Virginia, the increased rain and 
snowfall make possible stands of 
red spruce. We don’t get quite that 
much precipitation, so the red 
spruce is absent, but there are other 
signs of the altitude/latitude shift 
as you hike up Elliott Knob.

As you approach 4,000 feet on 
the ridge of North Mountain, the 
chestnut and other oaks give way 
to northern red oak. Hay-scented 
fern and a ragged but attractive 
whorled wood aster begin to domi­
nate the herbaceous layer of veg­
etation. In spring, you’ll hear the 
songs of breeding juncos and 
black-capped chickadees — the 
ones we fed during the winter, now

the two,) “Oh yes, it is easy to tell. The natives are not 
hard to spot. If you see some guy reading a newspaper 
while he walks into the Metro station, who without 
looking up, takes his metro card out of his pocket, slips it 
into the gate, and proceeds on up the escalator without 
ever missing a word, then you know he is a native. I 
could have told them a thing or two more about the 
reading habits of our “natives.” One fellow in our office 
gets up early each morning to read The Post, moves on 
to the New York Times on the way in, spends lunch 
reading the Journal of Commerce and finishes up with 
Roll Call (the local Hill newspaper) on the way home.

' ’ ” !

The young husband continued his monologue with 
additional tell-tale signs of local workers, injecting 
suggestions here and there on the choice of museums. 
Since he was standing right over me, I could not miss a 
word. The article on US-China relationship I was trying 
to read was interjected by “...metro card fare machine...

1 Air and Space Museum is the first you should try... no, 
your stop is not yet, this is Union Station where all of 
those Hill people get off...” By then I had a headache as 
well as a two-ton tote bag. Eventually the young couple 
got off at their stops, leaving the visiting family to enjoy 
the city as best they could. And finally I made it to the 
office, almost an hour and a half after I left home. When a 
day starts out like that, things should only get better, but 
that is not always the case.

After securing a hot cup of coffee, I settled in at my desk, 
and was going though what was there to be sure nothing 
had to be taken care of before I left to go to the Hill. The 
boss was sending me to cover a 2:30 mark-up on some 
pending legislation. His secretary came in and said that on 
my way to the mark-up I was to stop by a different commit­
tee where there was a hearing going on and pick up copies 
of the testimony. My feet began to hurt as I thought about 
it! I finished reluming my phone calls, grabbed a soft drink 
and settled in to eat my sandwich in the office kitchen. My 
“good friend” and coworker Ellen says to me: “Tom (that’s 
her boyfriend) says he saw Dylan at that reception on the 
Hill last night with that sexy blond lobbyist Sandy. I 
thought you said he was not going to attend.”

Gap out of Buffalo Gap or from Hite 
Hollow Road out of Augusta 
Springs. Hite Hollow Road is nar­
row and steep as it approaches the 
gap, but the walk from there is my 
favorite. Either way, by starting on 
the ridge you have less than 2,000 
feet of elevation gain and about a 
four-mile walk to the summit.

Go in July when the blackberries 
are ripe. It’ll be a hot walk. But it will 
be cool at the top since by the time 
you reach 4,000 feet in elevation 
you’ll actually be in Canada. —

your 5x7 A Hours:

9-5
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-yet another meal in Japan.

Japan travel trivia

By
Jeff Ishee

Outraged by the price of produce? These cantaloupes 
were selling for $20-$25 apiece at a market in Japan.

washed down with a 
big glass of Dr Pepper 
or lemonade!

' n The
Garden

can be the traditional miso soup or 
a broth with whole mussels in it. The 
noodles can be thick Chinese 
noodles served in broth and called 
ramen, or thin, dark spaghetti-like 
noodles made from buckwheat flour.

And just how does one eat soup 
or noodles with chopsticks? My 
first host family let me in on the 
secret one night as they watched 
me struggle with my noodles. 
“Nancy, it okay to slurp," they said. 
Not only is it okay, I found out, but 
it is expected. If one does not slurp, 
an unspoken message is being sent 
that the meal is not tasty.

As the weeks went by we found 
ourselves able to use hashi with 
increasing ease, and to slurp

it was the best tasting pepper he had ever 

was a “hot” pepper. 1 should have been sus­
picious when he said “Here, take a bite." He 
then stared expectantly into my eyes as I

Three of my favorite peppers
Red Heart Pimiento — Large, thick, heart-shaped fruits. Voted 

the best tasting sweet pepper by “Seeds of Change.”
Sweet Banana — Introduced in the early 1940s. Heavy yields 

of attractive, sweet peppers pointed in shape. You can eat these 
at any stage of ripeness, but it is the sweetest when it turns crimson. / 

Cat Wonder— Well known and preferred by thousands of pep- 
per gardeners. This blocky, green bell pepper is resistant to mosaic and is 
usually productive to the point of “What do I do with all these peppers?”

Number of chopsticks collected: 30
Number of green tea ceremonies: 5 
Number of Japanese ne wspaper 
appearances: 4
Number of Japanese television show 
appearances:}
Number of times crab ice cream 
eaten: Once, while appearing on 
above TV show
Number of times raw food eaten: 
countless

loudly without embar­
rassment. We tried 
sukiyaki (thinly sliced 
beef, leeks, bean curd, 
noodles and burdock 
simmered in soy 
sauce); shabu shabu 
(thinly sliced beef and 
a variety of veg­
etables dropped in 
boiling water and then 
removed from tire wa­
ter and dipped in (you 
guessed it) soy 
sauce); and yakitori 
(various odd cuts of 
chicken barbecued on skewers).

And just when I thought we 
had tried it all, my last host family 
introduced me to okonomiyaki. 
This food resembles a pancake 
with meat and vegetables. First 
bacon, shrimp and squid were laid 
on the grill, then an egg batter 
with vegetables was spooned 
onto the meat. More meat was laid 
on top and the whole cake was 
cooked and flipped just like a pan­
cake. It was eaten with fish flakes, 
and either molasses or (you 
guessed it) soy sauce.

There is no doubt about it — the 
culinary adventure was up-close 
and personal three times a day. The 
Japanese have certainly adapted 
some western food like cereal, sliced 
bread and ice cream. In the bigger 
cities, McDonalds, Kentucky Fried

Chicken, Mister Donut and Pizza 
Hut can all be found. The food at 
those establishments more or less 
resembles American food al­
though McDonalds serves a 
teriyaki burger and Mister Donut 
has a ham and potato Danish.

I learned, however, that some­
times the mental image of a particu­
lar food got lost in the translation. 
One team member had pizza that 
appeared at her table with octopus 
on it, a topping she does not re­
member ordering. The pizza I had 
included toppings like tuna, 
shrimp, potatoes and apricots.

The culinary adventure was ex­
citing and, in many instances, quite 
delicious, but I, for one, found 
myself longing for just a few bites 
of pan pizza, French fries, and a 
grilled cheese sandwich. All to be
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°Lunch
Continued from page 13 

ten served in a bento bacho (box 
lunch) which was a beautifully lac­
quered box with half a dozen or so 
compartments.

Dinners, on the other hand, 
could be long, drawn-out affairs. 
No matter die meal, the Japanese 
do not traditionally drink at a meal. 
They might have beer or sake (rice 
whiskey) but more often they will 
just have a cup of green tea served 
toward the end of the meal. We 
quickly learned to ask for mizu (wa­
ter) with our meals.

Soups and noodles are often a 
part of the Japanese meals. Soups

Growing Tips
These “tips” arc just a few highlights 

of what works in our garden at Bitter­
sweet Farmstead. What works for me 
may not work for you.

Peppers are among some of the sim­
plest plants to grow. They require little 
upkeep. But even before you plant the 
first pepper plant, there are important 
things to do to ensure a good crop. Pep­
pers cross breed very easily. I always 
try to put in a “buffer" plant between 
two types of peppers that I know cross —'
easily. Kind of like putting a grandpar­
ent between two teenagers!

Theolher major helpingitem that I’ve 
found over tlie past few years is giving 
theyoungplnntsplenty of water and regu­
lar doses of manure tea. When planting, 
I mix up a big sprinkling can of fertilizer 
tea. When I dig the hole to plant tlie pep­
per, I make.sure to saturate the hole with 
the manure tea/water mixture. Don’t 
mulch the plants until the soil lias really 
heated up. In early July, you should be 
abletocut downonyourregulurwater- 
ing. Once flowering begins, don’t fertil­
ize for the rest of the season.

When I finally arrived 
home after the long non­
vacation, I was tired but 
refreshed at the same 
time. I had also come to 
realize that, while there 
are some wonderful 
places and wonderful 
people all over the 
world, there is no place 

like home. And home is Greenville. —

crunched down on the long canary-colored
un­

called a “Hungarian Hot Wax” pepper. My friend 
laughed and laughed as my face turned as red 
as a Toro lawn mower and big beads of sweat 
instantly formed on my forehead. Running to 
the nearest water hydrant, 1 directed a solid 
stream of cold well water into my mouth for sev­
eral minutes. When the “fire” was extinguished, 
my friend approached to offer a handshake apol­
ogy, whereupon 1 said, “Wait just a minute,” 
turned and got one more mouthful of water, and 
then drenched my friend with an eruption of 
pepper scented water. Serves him right!

I do, though, really like peppers. Did you 
know that the hot pepper is not actually a 
member of the genus Pepper? Chile peppers 
(bells, bananas, pimientos, hots, etc.) are

" _ ' arm. The chili 
was christened “Pepper" by Christopher 
Columbus around 1492. Columbus thought 
he had found the plant that produces black

j pepper to me at the farmers’ market said that pepper (genus Piper Nigrum). At that time, 
I it was the best tasting pepper he had ever »** * nriwrt rnmmndity Chil-
i come across, but he failed to mention that it ies were welcomed with open arms when they their effects on digestion!). Some home

Nothing much happened in Middlebrook 
this week, except a taxi cab rolled into the 
village one sunny afternoon. I, as most other 
citizens, did a double take, actually turning 
around and looking over my shoulder, not 
quite trusting the rear view mirror of my car. 
Most everyone in town at that particular mo­
ment peered inquisitively within the tinted 
windows to see who was inside. No one, how­
ever, occupied the vehicle except the driver, 
who was wearing a black beret. Indeed, it was 
an unusual event. 1 would compare the likeli­
hood of seeing a bright yellow taxi cab in a 

' .:as
ja 

hay baler through New York City’s Central 
Park. Il’s just one of those things that... well, 
gets your attention.

Which reminds me of something else that actually from the genus Capsici
got my attention a while back. A hot pepper! ........-k-je.—.n
Just like that taxi cab, it was long, sleek, and 
bright yellow. The friend that offered the
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small, Shenandoah Valley farming village
( equal to seeing a John Deere 4020 pulling
I hay baler through New York City’s Centn

Chilies and Peppers

; Easy to grow amid beaMUny ah®
1 One of the earliest traces of chili peppers 

pepper. Well, it turns out that it was something dates back about 8,000 years to around 6200 
---------------------- --------*J b.C. Chilies were found in burial sites in Peru. 

Indian tribes were known to string chilies 
around their canoes to ward off evils that 
may lurk in the water. By the late 16th cen­
tury chilies had found their way into Asia, 
China, and the West Indies. Within another 
100 years chilies had found their way to all 
comers of the world.

Chilies are not only good, they are good 
for you. They are low in sodium, contain vir­
tually no calories, and are cholesterol free. 
Chilies are also high in vitamin A and vita­
min C. They contain twice as much vitamin 
C as citrus fruits. When chilies are dried, they 
lose most of their vitamin C, but the amount 
of vitamin A increases 100 times! Chilies are 
also good sources of potassium, folic acid 
and vitamin E. Chilies have also been said to 
increase the metabolic rate, may help pre­
vent heart disease and blood clots as well as 
helping digestion. (For anyone who has 
eaten many chilies, I don’t have to mention 

: rem­
edies including chilies help with stomach 
ailments, arthritis, bronchitis, epilepsy, ma­
laria, and toothaches.

Some chili remedies are used to relieve 
pain. The process starts when the body 
senses pain when the chilies are eaten. The 
brain, when sensing this pain, releases en­
dorphins (the body's natural pain killers). 
When the endorphins kick in, the pain is 
blocked and a temporary felling of euphoria 
begins. My friend at the market can tell you 
all about pepper euphoria!

It’s not too late to start a pepper plant or 
two if you can find some at a greenhouse. 
Get them in as soon as possible, though. —

black pepper was a prized commodity. Chil-

were introduced to the European community. 
It allowed for an alternative spice and was 
much easier to grow than true black pepper.
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Street in Charleston, S.C., during a 
thunderstorm.
July 7,1905—The mercury soared 
to 127 degrees at Parker, Ariz., to 
tie the state record established at

Fort Mohave 
on the 15th of 
June in 1896.

July 11, 188S — Heavy snow 
reached almost to the base of Mt 
Washington, N.H., and the peaks 
of the Green Mountains were whit­
ened.
July 16, 1920 — A severe hail­
storm over parts of Antelope and 
Boone counties in Nebraska

Man,” a chain-smoking, nameless 
individual who thwarts and threat­
ens Mulder and Scully and who 
seems to know all.

As the mother of two X-philers, 
I have watched the TV program 
sporadically. It is at once unnerv­
ing and frustrating. Rarely are 
loose ends neatly tied together and

Kids away at college?
Military personnel on assignment?

Family living out of town?
What better way to keep them up to date 

on events in Augusta County 
than with a subscription to Augusta Country!?!

FLAK 
A movie 
review by 

Hannah i mom, Sue Simmons

governments, secret installations, 
genetically altered killer bees and 
spaceships. Its life-sucking aliens 
are the most malevolent which 
moviegoers have seen since Aliens 
hit movie theaters in the 70s.

Clearly, this review is too late and 
irrelevant for X-philers. They saw 
the movie the night it opened. This 
is for those who want to know more 
about The X files but arc afraid to 
ask. The movie stands on its own. 
While it does pick up a strand on 
the television season’s plot, those 
who have not seen the TV series 
can enjoy the movie. But I’ll bet 
youagallonofblackoil you’llbea 
regular viewer next season.

TheX files is rated PG-13 for vio­
lence and some language. Hannah- 
X-phile-Banana’s mom gives it 
three-and-a-half bananas. —

of reality and much, much more.
Truman Burbank, played by 

Carrey, has been born and raised 
on a giant sound stage in front of a 
television camera that beams his 
life to a worldwide audience. And 
his life, The Truman Show, is the 
world’s most popular TV show. His 
very existence, however, is orches­
trated by Christof, the show’s cre­
ator and director, played by Ed 
Harris and Truman’s world — 
Seahaven — is populated by his 
“wife” and “mother” (Laura Linney 
and Taylor Holland) and by other 
actors who also hawk products 
surreptitiously to the television 
audience and whose livelihood

The X files is a smart, sophisti­
cated sci-fi/conspiracy movie. It is 
rife with black helicopters, shadow

blandman who has ever appeared 
on television. He is at his worsen 
those rare moments when his y

Carrey mug it up and fall down, you 
will be deeply disappointed.

Ed Harris (Apollo 13, Riders of 
the Purple Sage,) is always good 
when the role calls for steely and 
sinister and Christof is classic Har­
ris The other characters are less- 
well developed, but the movie is 
so pleasing this seems almost a 
petty criticism.

Those who have seen The 
Truman Show, and liked it, come 
away with a different take on it. It 
is at once a consideration of man's 
relationship to his creator, an alle­
gory of the Creation story, a mod­

ern rendition of the story of Job, a 
postmodern comment of free will, 
a 20th century version of the 
Candide, Gulliver’s Travels, and 
Utopia, and a celluloid treatment 
of “that guy Descartes” — you 
know, “I think, therefore I am!”

Rated PG for thematic elements 
and mild language — no violence, 
no nudity. Hannah’s mom gives The 
Truman Show four bananas. —

c a n e I NJ > 
passed 
directly c 
over <
h i s -rxr_ ■ A rr*
Mount VV-^- IL
Vernon
home. H’c~i
The hurri-
c a n e
crossed eastern North Carolina and 
Virginia before moving into the 
Central Appalachians. Norfolk, Va., 
reported houses destroyed, trees 
uprooted, and crops leveled to the 
ground.
July 26, 1943 — Tishomingo, 
Okla., baked in the heat as the mer­
cury soared to 121 degrees, a state 
record.
July 31,1988 — Twenty-one cit­
ies in the north central U.S. re­
ported record high temperatures for 
the date, including Sioux City, Iowa 
with a reading of 107 degrees. The 
reading of 105 degrees at Minne­
apolis, Minn., was their hottest 
since 1936. Pierre, S.D., and Cham­
berlain, S.D., with highs of 108 de­
grees, were just one degree shy of 
the hot spot in the nation, Palm 
Springs, Calif.—
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Yesterday’s leather
Most newspapers include a 

weather forecast in each edition. 
But we try to be a little different at 
Augusta Country. We may not know 
what the weather will be like to­
morrow, but we sure know what it 
was like yesterday.
July 2,1843 — An alligator report­
edly fell from the sky onto Anson stripped trees of bark and foliage, 
ctroeurk«ei»«.»»n c r « ruined roofs, and broke nearly ev­

ery window facing north.
July 20, 1953 — Twenty-two 
inches of hail reportedly fell north­
east of Dickinson, N.D.
July 23,1788 — A weather diary 
kept by George Washington re­
corded that the
center of

rock, here’s the gist. The A'files 
r._----------------- --- -r---------

sighting and paranormal occur­
rence every reported to the FBI. 
FBI agents Fox Mulder (David of all. The dark, sinister tone, how- 
Duchovny), an emotional, spiritual “ : —’T’u------ 1
man whose sister was abducted 
by aliens, and Dr. Dana Scully 
(Gillian Anderson), a rational sci- 
entist-turned-G-woman, have been
assigned to investigate TheXfiles be the week they kiss?
which have been alternately mi u. .----------
opened, closed, and, at the end of 
this season, burned by “Cancer
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Truman is film for thinking moviegoers
depends on the continued popu­
larity of the show.

Truman muddles through his 
manufactured life, quietly longing 
to escape Seahaven and see the 
world. He is thwarted at every turn, 
however, because his escape 
means the show’s end. When 
Truman finally attempts his “es­
cape” (remember, he doesn’t really 
know he’s a prisoner) the audience 
(the movie one and television one) 
realizes just how much it has emo­
tionally invested in Truman.

In The Truman Show, Carrey 
(Liar, Liar, The Cable Guy) proves 
he is an actor. Don’t be surprised if 
he gets a nod by the Motion Pic-

Home is as close as the mailbox 
College students, 8 issues: Oct.-May, $12 

U.S. subscriptions, 11 issues, $16 
Overseas subscriptions, 11 issues, $28 

Name 

Rt. or St. no. 

1 needed to get a handle on The 
Truman Show, the new Peter Weir 
moviestarring Jim Caney now play­
ing at the Bijou. So I consulted the 
employees of the Bijou — the 
ticket seller/taker, the popcorn ven­
dor, the theater sweep.

Just like the real critics, they gave 
it mixed reviews. Matt Whitten, 
however, piqued my interest when 
he said that the movie makes you 
think about what is real and what is 
not. “Sort of like that guy Descartes, 
you know ‘I think therefore I am,”’ 
he stated succinctly. (Kudos to 
Matt’s teachers by the way!)

Indeed, The Truman Show is a 
dramatic, yet funny, consideration 

Xfiles jomp to big sereffl is
There is long list of popular TV 

shows spun from movies; the num­
ber of movies spawned by televi­
sion shows numbered two — Star 
Trek andBeavis and Bullhead. Now 
there are three. Chris Carter’s Xfiles 
opened across the nation this week.

For those of you living under a 
rock, here’s the gist. TheXfiles are 
the government files of every UFO how Scully and Mulder get out of 

,--------------1------- the fjxcs (hey get themselves into
is sometimes the biggest mystery

ever, addicts the viewer. The cool, 
yet smoldering relationship be­
tween Mulder and Scully is also 
part of the story’s pull; the audi­
ence wonders each week — will this

City State Zip 
Send personal check or money order to Augusta Country, P.O. Box 
51, Middlebrook, Va. 24459
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